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P0I;YNiEST;AJ wm LORE 

In Polynesian mythology the Wind8 a r e  the ch i ldren  of Raka .  ''To 

c h i l d , "  S a y s  J. C. Andersen, in a recent book, Itis a l l o t t e d  a hole  at t h e  edge of 

the horizon, through which he blows a t  pleasure.  The various h o l e s  from which the 

winds blow were aa well known t o  the Polynesians as are the poin ts  of the coW?aB* 

t o  the mariner; and the number of h o l e s  is the same as the number of named points -- 
thirty-two. 11 

For purposes of p r i e s t l y  exorcism, e a y s  the same writer, the vault of the 

&Y Was regresented by a calabash, i n  which a s e r i e s  of small h o l e s  was made to 

correspond t o  the  various mind-holes a t  the edge of the horizon. 

StoPPed with c lo th ;  and should t h e  wind be unfavorable f o r  an expedition, the chief 

P r i e s t  began h i s  incanta t ion  b y  removing t h e  plug from the aperture through V h i C h  

the unfavorable wind was blowing. Rebuking this wind, he stopped up the hole and 

advanced by a l l  the i n t e m e d i a t e  holes ,  r e m v i n g  plug a f t e r  plug until he reached 

the on@ desired.  

s t e w  mind was des i red  from that quarter. 

"The holes  l.vere 811 

This was l e f t  open, as an ind ica t ion  t o  the chi ldren  of Raka t h a t  a 

Ae ne would have a good hornledge of the 

ol 'dbary course of the winds and the var ious ind ica t ions  of change, the invocation 

usual3.y resu l ted  in t h e  coming of the wind desired.  

Mr. Andersen mentions the  polyneeim be l ie f  t h a t  the approach of a hurr icane 

i s  indicated by a sign expressed i n  the swing, I%ua t a v i r i v i r i  te kao 0 t e  mailcatla- 

meaning "Twisted is the core of the banana.11 Thie twiat ing l a  s a i d  t o  take place 

mme weeks before  the hur r icane  a r r i v e s  and to  be accompanied, provident ia l ly ,  by an 
unusually luxur ian t  growth of the f wit. 
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