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WHAT Is TYPHOON? 

If You look up the word "typhoonfl i n  a d i c t i o n a r y  or other  reference book 

The tYphoons YOU a r e  P r e t t y  sure t o  f i n d  i t  defined a8 applying t o  a ?evere Etorm. 

mentioned i n  the l i t e r a t u r e  of  the Far East are n e a r l y  always t e r r i f i c  tempeste- me 

average s a i l o r  of o r i e n t a l  experience would t e l l  you t h a t  the typhoon is invariably 

a dangerous t h i n g  t o  encounter a t  sea. 

"gent le  typhoon,Il or " m i l d  typhoon," as a cont rad ic t ion  i n  terne. 

He would consider puch an  expreesion 

Nom a typhoon i s  a t r o p i c a l  cyclone of the Far E a e t ,  and a t r o p i c a l  Cyclone, 

there  and elsewhere, may occur i n  various degrees of in tene i ty .  I t  may be mild, 

m d e r a t e  o r  v io len t .  

v io len t  at another. 

Moreover, it m y  be m i l d  at one stage of i ts  exis tence and 

If it is  not  v i o l e n t ,  is it e t i l l  a typhoon? 

Strange t o  say, the  meteorologis ts  a t tached  to the b i g  observator iee  1x1 

the Far E a s t ,  where the chief  p r a c t i c a l  buRinees i a  looking aut f o r  typhoons, diS- 

agree i n  their  anamers t o  t h i s  question. 

EPring of 1930 t o  plan a uniform eyatem of typhoon signale and they became involved 

i n  a l i v e l y  controversy over the question: What is a typhoon? 

m e y  he ld  a conference at Bong XoW in the 

'ilneee same observator ies  publish s t a t i s t i c s  of the number of typhoons 

occurring i n  the Par E a R t  each year. Becauee the a u t h o r i t l e e  d i f f e r  a8 t o  which of 

tho atmospheric dlsturbances that develop in t h e i r  common f i e l d  of observation are 

tYPhoon9 and which are n o t ,  one observatory nay regor t  two or  three times 8 8  -Y 

Wilhoone i n  a c e r t a i n  yoar as another.  
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