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WINTER IN GREENLAND

The winter of 1930-31 was the.firat during which weather observations were
maintained at fixed stations in the interior of Groenland, and the results of those
mede at a Gorman atatién, in charge of Dr. J. Georgi, havo lately boon reportods The
station was on the groat ice cap midway botwoen Umansk and Scoresby Sound, at an
altitude of 9,840 feot ebove sea lovel.

The mean temperature of the coldest month, February, was 53 degrees below
Zero, and the lowest individual reading was 84 degrees belqw.‘ These figures are of
popular interest because some suthorities have thought that the high interior of
Greenland rather themn northern Siberia mey be the real "winter cold polo" of tho
earthe The Greenland figures for the single winter in question do not rival those
observed in the coldest winters at Verkkhoyansk, Siberia, but it is possible that
much colder winters than 1930-31 sometimes occur on the ice cap. The highest single
tomperature measured in summer &t the ice cap station was 22 above goro, while in
northern Siberia the summer readings occasionally go up to 90 or higher.

Instead of the calm weather hitherto supposed to prevail in central Gween-
lend in winter, brisk:wipds ptevailed, -and-once; .in Januayy, the wind reached a velo-
¢ity of 40 miles en hour. Some measursments of the annusl layers of glacier snow
are sald to indicate an average yearly precipitation of nearly 12 1/2 inches.
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