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wIrms 
One of the worst droughts in the h is tory  of South Australia, l a s t ing  near- 

1 Y  four years, prevailed while Hubert l i l k i n s  was l iv lng  there a8 a boy* 

family and many others were ffuesrcially ruined by i t ,  and the d is t ress ing  experience 

made an indel ible  knpreeaion on his mind. 

after t e l l i n g  the etory of t h i s  drought, Slr Hubert s a y s :  

H i 3  O m  

In h i s  new book "Uhder the North Pole)''  

"It occurred to  me, 8s it  must have to others, tha t  while i t  might not be 

Possible f o r  man, w i t h  his l imitat ions,  to  control the weather, i t  mQht be possible 

to  learn something of i t s  laws and movements. With forhowlodge  and forethought, 

on* m i g h t  then be able to Bavo tlie dumb animals f rom suffering and the pioneering 

families from dest i tut ion.  

the m r l d  atmosphere. 

Thus began my i n t o r s s t  in the study of the movemonte of 

Yor I real ized eventually that I t  nould not be onough to study 

~ t e o r o l o m  from tho standpoint of Australia alone. 

m a t  be observed at a l l  points,  including the polar areaso 

meteorologists have conteaplated seasonal forecae ting. 

l!ho mechanism of tho atmspbore 

For hundreds of yeam 

There vas no doubt in mQny 

minds that  records from the polar  regions mere needed.' 

Wilkinsl subsequent career  as a polar  explorer has beon dominated by this 

idea of 80aking meather Information i n  tho polar  areas  a8 a basis of seasond fore- 

casting. Elsenhere i n  the book above mentioned he out l ines  h i s  B z n ~ i t k O U S - P l ~ f 3  fer 

locat ing a dozen permanent weather s ta t ione  i n  the Antarctic, d l  reporting by radio, 

pens@, estimated at a million dol lare  a year, m a  t o  be divided botveon ccluntrios Of 
the southern hemisphere that mould be expected to benefi t  by the resul t ing lOng-rWF 
moather forscasts. This magnificent plan i s  eti3.1 a dreau. 
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