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WIIKINS

One of the worst droughts in the history of South Australia, lasting near-
ly four years, prevailed while Hubert Wilkins was living there as a boy. His om
family end many others were financially ruined by it, and the distressing experlence
made an indelible impression on his mind. In his new boock "Under the North Pole,"
after telling the story of this drought, Sir Hubert says:

"It occurred to me, as it must have to others, that while it might not be
possible for man, with his limitations, to control the weather, it might be possible
to learn something of its laws and movements. With foreknowledge and forethought,
one might then be able to savo the dumb animals from suffering and the pioneering
families from destitution. Thus began my interest in the study of the movemonts of
the world atmosphere. ¥or I realized eventually that it would not be enough to study
moteorology from tho etandpoint of Australia alone. The mechanism of tho atmosphere
mist be observed at all points, including the polar areas. For hundreds of years
meteorologists have contemplated seasonal forecasting. Tnere was no doubt in many
minds that records from the polar regions were needed."

Wilkins' subsequent career as & polar explorer has beon dominated by this
idea of sceking weather information in the polar areas as a basis of seasonal fore-
casting. Elsewhere in the book above mentioned he outlines his smbitious.plans for
locating a dozen permanent weather stations in the Antarctic, all reporting by radio,
together with a system of weekly roports of ice conditions from airplanes. The ex-
pense, estimated at a million dollars a year, was to be dividéd between countries of
the southern hemisphere that would be expected to benefit by the resulting long-range

woather forscasts. This megnificent plan is still a dreau.
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