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In a recent a r t i c l s  Floyd D. Young, of the 'Xsuthor dureau, describos tho 

remarkable "deser t  winds" that occasionally inyade the c i t rus  bel t  of southern Cali- 

fornia , ,  causing much damage to  t r e e s  and f r u i t .  

mainly i n  fdl and winter. 

P la teau  region of Nevada and northern Arizona and are i n i t i a l l y  very cold b u t  are 

Their des t ruc t ive  sffects are f e l t  

The vinds come d o n  through mountain passes from the 

warmed by compression i n  their  descent and become so dry that r e l a t i v e  hua id i ty  

low as three per  cent.  is sornetimee reg is te red  at Poraona. 

"Damage t o  crops, 'I says Mr. Young, "86peCi&1lly c i t m  f ru i t s ,  due to  deser t  

winds, is  saiaetirnes enormous. 

to  the t rooe and fruits owing t o  tho high vs loc i ty  of 

C i t r w  damage l a  of t-o kinds,  tno mwhmica l  injUr3' 

tha  nind, and tho dosicCatiW 

ef fec t0  of the extremely dry air on the foliwe. 

30 t o  40 miles per hour, much f r u i t  1s b1o:m t o  the ground and a g r e a t  deal of that 

l e f t  on the t r e e s  i a  badly ecarred t h r o w  limb rubbine;. 

curred i n  Orange County,, Calif., during Docmber, 1927, caused an estimated lo s s  

of 1,500 carloads of oranges through blowing the f ru i t  from the  troee. The manWer 

of tha cooperative marketing assoc ia t ion  in ono d i s t r i c t  aetimated tha t  35 par  cant- 

of the  e n t i r e  orange crop on the trees i n  his d i s t r i c t  vas blovn t o  the ground. 

mien the "rind ve loc i ty  is  high, 

TVJO dese r t  ninds ruhicll oc- 

In 

the most exposed portion8 of some orange groves, a0 lllany afi 500 oranges mere count08 

under individual  t r e e s  a f te r  the T h d .  F r u i t  scratched o r  bruised through contact 

r i t h  limbe during a storm i s  much more subject  t o  dacay than sound fruit. 
Period of rain o r  nights vith heavy fog f o l l o n s  a Etronc desert nind n i t h i n  a fa? 
dWa, the in jursd  f r u i t s  o f t e n  decay on the troes. Foliage inJuly, or lrrfnd burn,' 
as it is ca l l ed  loca l ly ,  is due entirely to a c a s a i v e  dohydration of t h o  10sVoS  and 
Small t v i g s  i n  the extremely dry atmosphere. 
0 range t rees .  11 

If 8 

X t  is confined allnost e n t i r e l y  to 
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