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WIiSD-BORNcE -I - INSECTS 

There is much uncertainty a e  t o  how far l iv ing  inPecta can be ca r r i ed  by 

Long journeys through the air  probably always imply that the t rave lers  the winds. 

a t t a ined  great a l t i t u d e e ;  not e n t i r e l y  o r  mainly through t h e i r  own effor ts  but be- 

cause they were borne a l o f t  by upward air currente .  Collectione made by means of 

sCreenB O r  t r aps  i n s t a l l e d  on airplane8 have revealed a eurprieingly large ineect 

Population more than two miles above the  e a r t h ,  but  comparatively few Of these @nA. ' 

toWlogica1 f l i gh t8  have yet  been made and information concerning the wind t ransport  

of insec ts  i e  @til l  meager, 

Bureau of Entomolclgy, B.V. Atwood,  i n  a recent  a r t i c l e ,  s t a t e s  tha t  no insect  P e t  

is k ~ o m  t o  have bgen introduced in to  the United S t a t e s  from abroad on the wing6 of 

h e c r i b i n &  the f l i g h t e  made i n  Lauieiana by tbe U . S .  

the rind,  but that euch a thing is not  imposeible, 

''me majori ty  of  the s p e ~ i m e n a , ' ~  he ~ a y s ,  "were dead when examined, O w i n g  

e i t h e r  t o  the e f f e c t s  of the  buffet ing and rough t r a v e l  o r  because of the  Severe 

shock experienced. mhen they struck the  ~ c r e e n  deeigned f o r  the i r  capture-  When the 

Plane re turne  t o  the ground a f t e r  each f l i g h t ,  the  epecimene a r e  t ransfer red  carefu l ly  

f r o m  the ecroenn t o  t i n y  glase conta inem f i l l e d  Bith preservative.  %em b o t t l e s  

are ident i f ied  by means of labels glued on the cuteide and are sent  t o  the National 

Museum, where e x v r t s  study tAiht-*8hhttered insec ts  under magnification and piece them 

together BO that  they may be cor rec t ly  c lass i f ied ."  

Some are of unknown spec ies ,  which may mean tha t  they have come from l i t t l e  

Parts of d i e t a n t  c o m t r i e s .  One more fact  bearing upon the  pose ib i l i t y  Of 

l @ v @ l S  i n  the atmosphere a r e  froeen t o  death before they g e t  uack t o  earth.  
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