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THE - ROPES - OF hUuI I. - 
The f ront i sp iece  of Ralph Abercrombyts fascinat ing book 'ISeas and Skies In  

Many Latitudes,Il publiehed in 1888, i e  a photograph of "the sun drawing water" Over 

the ocean. 

"The Ropes of Maui," re fera  to  a legend of the South Seas, 

legend from W O W .  G i l l ' s  Wyths and Songs of the South Pacific.Il 

b, traveled to6 fast acroas the sky f o r  the convenience of mortals, Maui, the hero 

demigod Of P o l y n o s h ,  plaited SIX ropee of coconut f i b e r ,  which he placed as f3narea 

a t  in te rva ls  along the 8unls path. 

sun was caught by the s i x t h ,  and Maui would no t  l e t  him proceed until he promteed t o  

trave1 more Slowly and regular ly  the rea f t e r ,  tl!&see ropes,Il we a r e  to ld ,  Itmay s t i l l  

be seen hanging from the Bun at dawn and when he descends into the ocean at night. 

BY the  assistance of the rope6 he is gent ly  l e t  down i n t o  Avaiki and In the morning 

raised UP out Of the ehadee; while the is landers  s t i l l  say when they see ray8 of 

light diverging f rom the sun, 'Tena te  %aura a k u i '  -- 'behold the rope0 of Maus.'" 

The legend i n  this form i e  current i n  the Cook Islands or  Hsrvey Archipel- 

The author t o &  t h i s  picture  near Teneriffe ,  but the  t i t l e  underneath I t ,  

Abercromby quotes  t he  

Becaues the B u n  god, 

Five snares  i n  euccession were broken, but the 

aeo, but there a re  v a r i a n t s  elsewhere in Polynesia, some of which are given in Jet* 

h k w e n f s  recent book IIMyths and Legends of the P~lynesians.~~ 

vereion the enares were burn t  asunder by the  eunte heat  u n t i l  Maui made one of green 

flax. 

According t o  one 

According t o  another,  the hero was uneucceseful u n t i l  he p la i ted  ropes from 

the treeees of h i e  s i s t e r ,  ~ n a .  
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