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W A R M  VATm OFP' CAL1BY)RNIA --- 
Measurements of se&water temperature at La Jolla, on the coast of Cali- 

fornia ,  have been u t i l i z e d  for some yearu by Dr.  George B\. McEwen, of the Scrippa 

Ins t i t u t ion  of Oceanography, ea the baeis  of experimental forecss t s  of the wet- 

Season rainfall in t h a t  state. A temperature of 70.4, registored July 30, 1931, is  

Bald t o  have been the highest thus far observed at the  tati ion. W the Ocean 

temperatures vary in that  l o c a l i t y  and why the water was 80 warn last 6 m e r  1s 

explained as follows by Dr. McEwen: 

l?Qormally each summer there is a development of hI& barometric pressure 

Over the North Pacif ic  centered roughly about 1500 miles west of San Francisco. 

wind8 blowing outward s p i r a l l y  from this  center  of aotion cause M anticyclonio 

Circulation Of the air and water w i t h  a strong component t o  the south d o n g  the Coast 

of California. 

"Such a wind syetern implies d r i f t  f rom the north o f  the general mas8 Of 

off-shore water foming a remnant of the J a p a  current and cauraes \tpnelling Of Cold 

deep water along the coast, thus forming the cold California current which broadens 

a t  from a width of a fern hundred miLee in northern California, t o  a width of pQ8- 

sibly as much as 2,000 miles off Lower California, 

high pressure strengthens the W l i f o m i a  current,  reeulting in lon temper8tureo along 

Intensif icat ion of the sUlIBnw 

the coast. 

tlConvereely when, as happened last mxner, something a r i s e s  to  oppose the 
blMding up of the high prerasure system, there if3 a tendency f o r  the water t o  be 
dp&aw?i Np frcrbm the  uout$ .fn rsopbinee bo the lbtp pressure over the Gulf of Alaeka. At 

times the prevai l ing winds along the California coast a re  from the southern 
quadrat and the cold upwelling current is replaced by a warn current-ll 
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