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DROUGHTS 

Prof.  Baldwin-Wieeman, of the University of Weetern Auet ra l ia ,  ha8 been 

mking an  extensive s tudy of droughts i n  various p a r t s  of the v o r l d ,  u t i l i z ing .  da ta  

co l lec ted  not  only from regular r a i n f a l l  records but ale0 from hi8tOriCal chronicles ,  

Church, monastic, urban and mnnorial records,  e t n t i e t i c e  of high and low Water83 

notes  on m i l l s  and f i s h e r i e s ,  records of the pr icee of g r a i n ,  sa l t ,  f i s h ,  o t c .  , and 

o ther  material that throws l i g h t  on the vagaries  of weather an tsda t ing  the h e t i t u g ' ;  

t ion  of r a i n  gau$os. One i n t e r e s t i n g  rpsult of t h i e  etudy, which the invee t iga tor  

repor t s  i n  tho Engineering Nowe-Record, i e  t h a t  i n  R good many cases  droughts have 

Pers i s ted  f o r  long periods of years ,  

"Droughts l a s t i n g  from 10 t o  13 years ,  Although f o r t u n a t e l y  not common,, 

h w @  occurred over extensive areae at  varioue times i n  d i f f e r e n t  parts of the w o r l d *  

some of t h e  longer r a i n f a l l  records revea l  daf ic iencipe that have l a s t e d  f o r  30 Years 

Or more0 

Year@, the maximum deficiency of that  period being equivRlsnt t o  2.2 Years' average 

rb i n  fa1 1. 

I n  one case a period of def ic iency lae ted  with very minor break@ f o r  31 

'''lhere is  a considerable s t o r e  of information in the 848 years '  continuous 

record of Nile f loods  on the R o b  riilometer proserved by Arab h i s t o r i t m a ,  from which 

on@ deduces tha t  there  wPre single droughts lasting 13, 11 m d  10 yearl!, two drou&te 

each of e ight  and seven years '  dura t ion ,  f i v e  droughte of s ix  years t  Buration, and 

n ine  draughte of f i v e  years' duration." 
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