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YOUWTAIN RAIN GODS 

In  h e r  r e c m t  book "The Geography of  the Mediterranean Region: i t s  Relat ien 

t o  Ancient D r .  El len Churchill  Semple ,?oints out t h a t  the gods of 8.11 the  

ancient  Peoples around the Uediterranean were promincntly i d e n t t f  ind v i t h  the 

and withholding of r a i n ,  except in Zgypt, where crope wc!rc watered by the: Nile and 

not by the  eky above. She says fur ther :  

"The o r i g i n a l  soa ts  of these divine rain-givere - t h e i r  f i r s t  rude earthm 

a x t a r e ,  t h e i r  shr ines  and temple8 - were located on h i l l t o p s ,  mountain s m i t e ,  l o f t y  

P e k e ,  the 'high places  of the parth,fl l  

and the  count lass  altar-crowned and templed hills of t h e  Mediterrnnean lands. 

reaeon f o r  placing the gods and the i r  Rhrinee i n  euch places  i s  thus explained: 

Such were S l n a i ,  Zion, Hermon, I d a ,  O l p P O P  

The 

"Below i n  the  t r e e l e s s  p la ins  a g l a r e  of l i g h t  from cloudless  skies,  a mer- 

c i l @ s @  sun beating down on shriveled crope end  vineyard^, meadow8 Pnrched and s e r e )  

the W f l  baked and cracked with the  h e a t ,  Vater-coureeR d r i e d  up made a whole world 

a t  t h i r f l t .  

creating islands of  moisture i n  a vnet Bea of a r i d i t y .  

refreshed by showery afternoons and dewy n ights ,  grew f o r e s t s  of oak and tamarisk, of 

chestnut and ash and cedar - haqdiwork of the  Rain-giver and evidence of h i e  presence, 

Above on the  heighte  cloude reeted and gathered at times f o r  loca l  storm8, 

There, under a gray canopy, 

From those trtla-grown slopes perennial  spr ings sent  t h e i r  g i f t  of vn ter  dorn t o  the 

i r r i g a t i o n  di tchee i n  the  plaine below. Even in sun;mer thofe misty e W i t t 3  held out 

Bromise Of r a i n ,  e lus ive  though i t  might be. 

gather ing clouds and t h e  increaeing p l s y  of l igh tn ing  were harbingers  Of  the autumn 

eh over B . 

Tov.Rrde the end of tho dry SeaRon t h c i r  
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Wash i ng t o n ,  D. C . 21st  and Conet l tut ion h e .  


