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LIGHTNING INJURY 20 TREE6 

The effects of l ightning on t r ees  take a va r i e ty  of forme. In woods and 

Orchards the damage may be confined t o  a singlo t r e e  o r  it may extend t o  Revera11 

and on a Eingle t r e e ,  they may range a11 tho nay from the immeditito k i l l i n g  of the  

t o  the destruct ion of a few patchee of bark on twigs o r  branches. some l ightning 

In 8 bulle- injuries might easily be mistaken f o r  the effects of parasitic diseases.  

tin dealing; primarily w i t h  the Flor ida c i t r u s  grovea, Messrs. A.S. Rhoads and %F* 

say: 

"A trunk etruck by l ightning usual ly  shows a s t r i p  of dead bark extending 

dotmward f rom aome ono of tho larger limbe t o  the ground. %e discharge usually ~ u F  

Out on one Bide o f  the lateral root8 o r ,  i n  eome came,  it may epread around the base 

Of the t r e e ,  k i l l i n g  the bark a t  t h i s  point. "he d.end bark is goon invaded by fungi 

and bac ter ia ,  which caum i t  t o  decay rapidly,  

The injury from IP stroke of l ightning l e  r a re ly  confined t o  th* struck II 

t r ee  but may also manifest i t s o l f  in  the death of tv igs  and branchan on surround% 

trees. 

cha rac t e r i s t i c  t h a t  no one famil inr  v i t h  l ightning inJury can miatake the trouble. 

The Ptrikine; fea ture  of this in jury  is the cha rac t e r t s t i c  epote o r  blotchee that 

develop on the surface of the young Shoot8 and trrigs. 

Young ehoote and twigs may be injured i n  a vary peculiar manner , which BO 

When first formed they O C C W  

Pale, greeniah-yellow t o  yellowieh B r e R B  varying g rea t ly  in aizi?. In eome C ~ e e s  

cover an area'.only a quarter t o  ha l f  an inch i n  diameter, while i n  other6 the 

en t i r e  surface of the twige may be affected for  a distance o f  three o r  four inches. 

Af t e r  a time! the spots  o r  blotches become yellowish-brown and a r e  ra i sed  above the 

eurrounding healthy b e . "  
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