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BPUDSD LIGHTXING 

L igh tn ing  t h a t  p reeen t s  the  a p w a r a n c e  of a s t r i n g  of glowine; p e a r l s  i n  the 

@kY i s  U m a l l y  c a l l e d ,  i n  Eng l i sh ,  "beaded l i g h t n i n g . "  

e c i e n t i f i c  l i terature  by the  French p h y s i c i s t  h e t o n  Flante ' ,  who observed i t  i n  187G, 

and s e v e r a l  more r e c e n t  examples have been w e n  and depcr ibsd  by  o c i e n t i f i c  men of 

recognieed a u t h o r i t y .  

I t  w a s  f i r s t  desc r ibed  i n  

One of t hese  ObEervers W a E  the  well-known c i v i l  eng inee r ,  C-E* 

GmnskY, who, wi th  two o t h e r  eng inee re ,  eaw speciaene. of euch l i g h t n i n g  a t  c a l e x i c o ,  

i n  sou the rn  C a l i f o r n i a ,  du r ing  t h e  evening  of May 2 7 ,  1907. H e  P ~ Y P :  

"&ere were f o u r  o r  f i v e  e l ec t r i ca l  dischargoc: from clouds t o  e a r t h ,  8Ome 

striking w i t h i n  1,000 to 2,000 f e e t ,  prhich l e f t  t h e i r  c0urse.p d i s t i n c t l y  marked by 

b f ? a U t i f U l  s t r i n g s  of f i r e  beads. There seemed t o  be a bead o f  f i r e  a t  every  ane l@ i n  

, the c@uroe o f  t he  s p a r k ,  and theFe beace. remained v i s i b l e  long  enough t o  be C lea r ly  

P a r a t i v e l y  c l o s e  - T i t h i n  perhaps 2,000 f e e t .  

beaded trails ,  but  no t  eve ry  f l a s h  t h n t  struck; n e a r  e x h i b i t e d  t h a t  p e c u l i a r  appearance. 
I should e s t i m a t e  the  t i m e  dur tng  phich  t h e  beads r e m i n e d  v i s i b l e  as a t  l ea s t  one 
eccond; a time amply s u f f i c i o n t  t o  ObFerve d i s t i n c t l y .  I t  appeared t o  me t h a t  the 
\''hole Course of the  flash r e m i n e d  luminoue, v i t h  a d u l l  red glow, bu t  t h a t  a t  i n t e r -  
vals along t he  pa th  b r i g h t  '9ointF l ike sparke appeared t o  r m a i n  WePended i n  the  air* 
The SPWke appeared t o  be nioving h o r i z o n t a l l y ,  a p  though bloan by  t h e  T i n d o ' '  

In each etorui s e v e r a l  f l a s h e s  l e f t  

(All r i lzhte  reParved by Sc ience  Se rv ice ,  fnC-)  
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Weehing ton ,  D, C!. 
2lst  and C o n s t i t u t i o n  AVe. 


