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THE INTERNATICNAL POLAR YTAR

Despite the world's political and economic troubles, preparations are go-
ing forward for the great campaign of meteorclogical and magnetic observations in
the polar regions, known ae the "Second International Polar Year," which in the Arc-
tic regions will cover the period Auguet, 1932, to Auguet, 1933, and in the Antarctic
the period Jamuary, 1933, to January, 1934. Thus far 2¢ nations have indicated that
either their governments or their national academies of sciences may particivate by
establishing epecial ctations or by inteneifying programs of observation at existing
ttations. Of the stations planned for the Arctic, 16 are already in existence, 14
are acseured, 6 are probable and 5 are possible. In the subantarctic regions one
Etation, in the South Orkneye, has becn operated for many years by Argentina, which
Plans to establish ancther at New Year'e Island. Stations are to be established at
Kerguelen Island, Easter Island and Tristan da Cunha by France, Chile and Brazil,
respectively. A station will probably be ecetabliched in Graham Land by the govern-
ment of the Falkland Ielands. New Zealand may establish one at Macquarie Islend,
and perhape also at Cape Adare, which is on the Antarctic continent itself. Lastly,
other stations on the same continent may be occupied by private expeditions.

Radio, besides xeeping all the stations in touch with the world and put-
ting their reports on daily weather maps, will probably be itself the rubject of
sclentific investigations, for which the Polar Year will afford unique facilities.

A program for such investigations has been drawn up by the International Union of
Sclentific Radiotelegraohy. Observing and photographing the aurora will also occupy
& prominent piace on the program. The study of the atwospheric circulation, both
at ground level and in the upper air, in high latitudes is, however, the moet im~

Poertant object in view.
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