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AN I UYUSUAL "YULGURITE" 

In  t h e  e a r l y  morning of April 15,  1931, acco rd ing  t o  p rees  r e p o r t F ,  a 

c u t  8 power l i n e  near Herman, Nebraeka. Subsequent ly  t h e  m e t e o r i t e  was re- 

ported t o  have  been found i n  the ground under  the  line. The a f f a i r  PBR i n w e t i g a t e d  

by Drv  C.C. Wylie ,  a well-known as t ronomer ,  who r e p o r t u  t o  t h e  following e f f e c t :  

A man n m e d  Chr i s t ensen  s t a t e d  t h a t ,  d u r i n g  a severe  thunderstorm,  he  saw 

a b a l l  of fire f a l l  from the sky, and that i t P  fall wa0 followed by flames EipparentlY 

l eap ing  h i g h e r  than t h e  paver l i n e .  

l i g h t  s tony  f o r n a t i o n  beneath t h e  break i n  the  l i n e .  

inches t h i c k ,  5 1/2 pounds i n  Preight,  a n d  wos q u i t e  h o t  when found, He and o t h e r s  

assumed t h a t  t h i s  had f a l l e n  f rom the  heaven:: and cut t h e  v i r e ,  which W a *  

On going  t o  t h e  spo t  l a t e r ,  he  found a p e c u l i a r  

I t  v738 about  14 inches  10%) 4 

down. 

was probably m e l t e d  through and dropped, and t h e n  t h e  h igh-vol tage  cu r ren t  e n t e r i n g  

ground produced t h e  mass t h a t  was mistukcn f o r  a meteor i to .  This ma88 vas, i n  

o the r  words,  i d e n t i c a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r  v i th  n f u l g u r i t s ,  o r  l i gh tn ing - tube ,  euch a6 a 

s t r o k e  o f  l i g h t n i n g  sometimoo produces i n  Pandy soil, bu t  i n  t h i s  Case i t  Pro- 

duced by a n  e r t i f i c i a l  d iecharge  i n s t e a d  of a n a t u r a l  one. 

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  i f  Chris tenscn1p eyes  did not  dece ive  him,  t h e  l i n e  vas 

broken by t h a t  mys ter ious  v a r i e t y  o f  rtrrturo'e f i r e w o r k s ,  b a l l  l i g h t n i n g .  

(All r i g h t s  reeerved  by Science S e r v i c e ,  Inc.)  
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