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Lcc DEATH IrAI;LEY CLOUDBURSTS 

Death W l l e y ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  f u r n i s h e s  a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of tho f a c t  t h a t  

Of t he  most s p e c t a c u l a r  dosnpouro of r a i n  a r e  thoee  t h a t  occur i n  d e c e r t s .  This V a l -  

l e y  has  t h e  l i g h t e s t  known rainfall i n  the  United S t a t e s ,  y e t  i t  is eub jec t  t o  ter*"' 

"Th@ r o a r i n g  flocdE pour Con% the mountains ,  boom through the canyon8 and 

PPreaa out  over  the g i a n t  fans of g r a v e l  at t h e  canyon mouths, The c loudbure t s  Occur 

and u s u a l l y  have fsa, s p e c t a t o r s ,  becauae f e r  people remain t o  en joy  the 

Epec tac l e .  When a c loudburs t  a t a r t o  t o  form almoet eve ry  on8 eeema t o  yearn f o r  

and r a i n  Pours upon t h e  uplands. 

of the  h i l l s  and the canyons are a l i v e  f i t h  rush ing  mater. 

pIOURand6 of v a t e r f a l l s  b u r s t  from t h e  shee r  flanlcG 

%ha valley silence 

eone-  There i s  the craah of water, me road across t h e  g rave l  fan below POiEon 

Spring d ieappeare  beneath t i  rumbling sheet of 'r'atsr. 

through working on t h a t  s t r e t c h  of road 

The county- road gang , just  g o t  

t h e  road crew w i l l  not be back unti l  

next  year. It 
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