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ARCTIC NIGHT 

Prof .  W. E. Bb law,  of Clark University,  who spent f o u r  years i n  the 

Arctic,  t e l l s  US in h i e  book "The P o l a r  EIcskiraoI1 that the darlcness o f  winter  in that 

P a r t  O f  the world I s  n o t  n e a r l y  so in tense  o r  so  d i f f i c u l t  t o  endure a8 It is gener- 

a l l y  supposed t o  be by people mho have never  experienced it. 

"Even when moBC i n t e n s e  at the minter 8 o l e t i c e , "  he s a y s  of condi t ions at 

Itah, in n o r t h e m  Greenland, "the darknese, except i n  timee of heavy cloudiness and 

storm, does not  a p p r o a d  the utter blackne68 of t r o p i c a l  midnight. 

twelve days of every month the moon c i r c l e 8  the sky; the b r i l l i a n t  stars give 

not iceable  l i gh t ;  most of *e li&t mat fa l l s  from moon and stars is  reflected from 

the g l i t t e r i n g  emow and ice f i e l d s ;  and the eyes of the Eskimo, l ike  those Of the 

animal8 and bi rds  that winter there, become adjueted to  the  diminished l igh t ,  and 

all a c t i v i t i e s  go on b u t  s l i g h t l y  re tarded o r  r e s t r i c t e d  by the abeence Of sunlight- 

For ten Or 

"Then about midJanuary the 8of t rose and gold of the noonday f l u s h  

Pears on the southern horizon an8 waxes longer  and b r i g h t e r  each day u n t i l  at noon 

on February 21 the upper limb of the am,  l a rge  and red, gleams s o f t  and bright 

above the eouthern horizon for a Sew moments. The sun has come buck. The long 
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