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M A R f K E  METEOROLOGY 

mat i t  behooves a sailor to be weather-mise has  always been admitted, 

but there  w a s  a time, almost within the rnemory of men nom l iv ing ,  Then ne i the r  sea- 

men nor landsmen had the remotest conception of the bene f i t s  that a systematic 

study of the meteorology of the sea was capable of conferring upon the maritime 

World. The man who f i r e t  grasped the importance of such a study and t rans la ted  h i s  

ideas in to  facts was the American naval o f f i ce r ,  Lieutenant Matthew Fontaine Mauw. 

During h i s  br ie f  ca ree r  at sea Maury became h p r e s s e d  with the meagerness 

of the information then availajble concerning the minds and currents  that a i d  o r  

hinder the voyages of ships;  espec ia l ly  s a i l i n g  ships. Then, in  consequence of an 

accident that incapaci ta ted him f o r  shipboard dut ies ,  he :vas assigned t o  service in  

Yaahington, he began to explore the old logs of naval v e s m l s ,  f i l e d  i n  the Navy 

Department, f o r  notes  on meteorological conditions,  and eventually developed a plan 

of securing regular observations from both the Navy and the merchant marine. The 

results of t h i s  undertaking mae the publ icat ion of the  famous ivind and Current 

ChartB, which revolutionized navigation throughout the world. 

A f u r t h e r  outcome of Mauryr8 undertaking m a 8  the holding, at h i s  suggea- 

t ion,  and by i nv i t a t ion  of the United S ta tes  Government, of an In te rna t iona l  Mar- 

itime Conference, mhich met at Brussels i n  1853 and worked out a world-wide plan for 

meteorological observations at sea. 
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