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-_I_ IIiE XAMS "CHINOOK" 

The name "chinook" i s  now most coumonly a u u l i e d  t o  a d r y  F i n d ,  w a r m  f o r  the 

EeaSon, that blows down the e a s t e r n    lo pee of t h e  Rocky MountainE: ove r  the adjace l l t  

P l a i n s ,  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  and C a n a d a .  I t  i s  i d e n t i c a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r  wi th  the Swi5e 

foehn. 

hence it  i s  nicknamed the "snow-eater." 

~ i n d s  of westc;rn North America, i n c l u d i n c  a L?Darm, moiet  s o u t h ~ e e t e r l y  v ind  b loving  

f rom the P a c i f i c  &e&n t o  t h e  c o a s t a l  r ag ion  of Washington and Oregon; sometimes die- 

t i .n@ished a,s t h e  "wet chinook." 

I n  w i n t e r  t h i s  wind c a u ~ e s  snov' t o  d ieapnear  w i t h  remarkable r a p i d i t y ,  and 

r h e  5 m e  name i s ,  hovever ,  a p p l i e d  t o  o t h e r  

There has been ffiuch cont roversy  over t h e  h i s t o r y  of  the name. Much atten- 

t i o n  has  been devoted  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t  by 5 .  Neilson Barry, secre ta ry  of the Trail 

Seekers t  c o u n c i l ,  o f  Oregon, whose i n v e ~ t i g a t i o n s  i n d i c a t o  that the name w a s  g i v e n  

f i r s t  Of a l l  n e i t h e r  t o  the d r y  wind east of t h e  Rockies no r  t o  the "Ve t&hf~oOk"  of 

the  c o a s t ,  b u t  t o  a d r y  no r thwes te r ly  wind exper ienced  i n  surmer at A s t o r i a ,  Oregon- 

This  wind came from t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  Chinook Ind ian  vi l lages  on the OPooBito 

shore of the Columbia R ive r ,  betveen ?o in t  E l l i c e  and Cape Disappointment,  and ac- 

cording t o  Mr. Bar ry ,  v a s  f i r s t  called "the Chinook wind," as a joke,about  1840 by 

a Mr. B i r n i e ,  who w a s  i n  charge  o f  t h e  Hudson's Bay Cospany's poet  at F o r t  George, 

on t h e  preEent s i t e  o f  Aator ia .  B i r n i e  TRP a. vell-knOPn c h a r a c t e r  i n  the Northwest 

f o r  many y e a r s ,  srhich probably e x p l a i n s  why h i s  n i c k n m e  f o r  t h e  F ind  became popular  

and e v e n t u a l l y  spread far beyond i t s  p l a c e  of  o r i g i n ,  wi th  v a r i o u s  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  
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