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OTHIR MILD WINTIAS

In J. C. Smock!s "Climate of New Jersey,' published by the state in ques-
tion in 1888, there is a chronological history of the 7weather from the yoar 1607 on-
ward; the greatest amount of attention being given to conditions prevailing in wine-
ter along the Delaware River. In view of the remarikable mildness of the past winter
in the same part of the country, it is interesting to find in this record notes of
many very mild winters in the past: in some cases immedliately preceding or follow-
ing winters of unusual severity.

The winter of 1607-08 is noted as "extremely cold," but in the year 1631
"De Vries arrived in the Delaware about the first of Tebruary; the season was so
mild that his men could vork in the open air in their shirt sleeves." In February,
1714, flowers vere seen in the woods.

The winter of 1740-41 was exceptionally cold; "Long Island Sound frozen
over three leagues across. Delaware not navigable from December 19th until March
13th." The next winter was mild; "Delaware open during December and January, end
no mention of ice in February and March."

The vinter of 1754-55 was unusually mild. "Troops sailed from New York
to Albany in January and February.! In 1755-56, "anotlher mild winter; no mention of
ice in the Delaware, and entries and clearances every month.!

Tese contrasts prevaill turough the record. A few years after Smock!s
Teather chronology was published another =—riter selected from his list such winters
as are sufficiently described to indicate their severity or mildness and found that

the severe and mild winters —ere exactly equal in number.
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