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XIRTLGE IN JAPM 

Tho common lfdesertl! mirage of dry countries,  d i c h  simulates a pool of 

water, i s  known in China as "t ichingfr  ( Ifearth mirror!!) o r  ffshuiyingfl(  iftkater-im%e"), 

r h i l e  the Japanese have ca l led  it  f o r  many centur ies  !kigsmidull ( "f leeing water'') O r  

' k % e n m "  ( f l f a l se  swampIr). A recent a r t i c l e  in a JapWe6e s c i e n t i f i c  journal deals 

at length with the h is tory  of t h i s  ami other  f o r m  of mirage i n  Japan. Desert , ! I ~ ~ W P  

Was once common i n  the plain of Musasino west of Tokyo, and a poem by Toslyori  

writ ten inore than a thousand years  ago refers t o  i t s  occurrence therer  I n  .nodom 

t ines  t h i s  p la in  has been i r r iga t ed  and brought under cu l t iva t ion ,  and mir%e i s  no 

longer seen there.  

A case of l a t e r a l  mirage is described i n  a book of t rave ls  by Tatibma 

Nankei, Published i n  1795. This wri t e r  t e l l s  of a narrow valley in  Hida province 

where Passers see the faces  of parsons coning tonard them deformed on account 02 

the heating of the  air ad.jacent t o  a c l i f f .  

applied by the Japanese t o  nirage i n  general) ,  and i t  has, besides,  various :lanes 

suggested by i ts  appearance aqd folklore;  including so:ne that mean ' kas t l e  o f  the 

fox,If Vood OP the f o x ,  11 Ifthe cas t lo  of ploasant spectacle,  11 etc .  The lfsinlcirol! of 

Toyama B T I  i s  especial ly  celebrated,  having basu described. in many books and a'cetcll- 

ed by many artists. 
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