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YIRAGE IN JAPAN

The common "desert! mirege of dry countries, which simulates a pool of
water, is known in China as "tiching" ("earth mirror") or "shuiying" ( fater—-image"),
while the Japanese have called it for many centuries "nigemidu! ("fleeing water") or
"kagenuma' ("false swamp"). A recent article in a Japanese scientific journal deals
at length with the history of this and other forms of amirage in Japan. Desert nirage
was once common in the plain of Musasino west of Tokyo, and a poem by Tosiyori
written more than a thousand years ago refers to its occurrence there., In modern
times this plain has been irrigated and brought under cultivation, and mirage is no
longer seen there.

A case of lateral mirage is described in a book of travels by Tatibana
Nankei, published in 1795. This writer tells of a narrow valley in Hida province
where passers see the faces of persons coming toward them deformed on account orf
the heating of the air adjacent to a cliff. |

Lastly, fata morgena is known in Japan as “sinkiro" (a name also sometimes
applied by the Japanese to mirage in general), and it has, besides, various namnes
suggested by its appearance and folklore; including some that mean "castle of the
fox," "good of the fox," "the castle of pleasant spectacle," etc. The "sinkiro" of
Toyama Bay is especially colebrated, having beén described in many books and gtetch-
ed by many artists.
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