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FXOST- FLOW3RS 

"On cold says Y i l l a r d  IT. Clute, "the rambler i n  the f r o s t y  

f i e l d s  may find on the d i t t a n y  (mila origanoidas)  and a fow o t h e r  p lan ts  a sur- 

p r i s i n g  s e r i e s  of scrolls, ribbons and p l a t e s  of ice ,  vhich spring fmm the stern 

about an inch above the surface of the  s o i l  and extend hor izonta l ly  Outward f o r  six  

inches o r  m0i-e. There may b e  from one t o  half a dozen of these i c e  ribbons t o  ench 

Plant and they may a t t t t in  a width of severa l  inc!ies and a thickness of an inch o r  

more. Often curiously c o i l e d  and twisted,  they nave a considerable resemblance t o  a 

f lower,  and the p l a n t s  t h a t  bear  them are ,  in consequence, known as frost-ffovmrs, 

frost-meeds o r  ice-plants.  11 

Much has been pu3lishod i n  recent  years  about these ic;. appendages and 

several s c i e n t i f  IC men have s tudied them, Tithout,  izovever, completely SolvinhS the 

They have been reported on tno species  of crombeard, t r o  opscies of rock rose, b o  

species of marsh fleabane, the gtirden Sa lv i a ,  tno wood sunf1o:vor and one o r  more 

species  of goldenrod, besides the d i t t a n y ,  Fhich is t h e i r  f avor i to  I'hos t o  I )  

Glut@ t e l l s  us t h a t  the most remarkable deposita a r e  those found on the 

crownbeard (Verbesina virginica) .  He says: '1Tnis is eo exuberant an ice-maker toat 

1% produces not  mere curls and ribbons of i c e ,  b u t  masses of such dimensions tnnt  it 

f s  commonly known as the ice-plant in  Texas. 

ice on a s ingle  p l a n t  t h a t  measured 10 inches wide and 5 inches high. 

Within a neek I have seen masses of 

Theso, lioiovc1; 

l)re8orve, though obscurely, t h e l r  ribbon-like s t r u c t u r e  and could be separated i n t o  

d i s t i n c t  l ayers  with a knifo  blade." 
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