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? WHY !CHs WEATHXR 7 Mailed March 4, 1932 

By C h m l e s  Fi tzhugh T a l m n ,  
Au thor i ty  on Meteorology. 

C O l P S  ,WX SPRING 

Spr ing ,  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  reckoning o f  aetronomers ,  a r r i v e 8  punctua l ly  a t  

t h e  v e r n a l  equinox (March 20 o r  21), even though p l in te r  may l i n g e r  wantonly i n  i t 5  

l a p  and t h e  howling o f  b l i z z a r d s  b e l i e  i t E  arrival. Spring as r e g i s t e r e d  by themom- 

ste'rs. makes no such sudden and r e g u l a r  appearance ,  bu t  spreads  g r a d u a l l y  Over t h e  

l and  i n  a s e r i e s  of wavee, advancing and r e t r e a t i n g  - "each advance of W n r m e r  , .  . ' *  

n'eather,Il as Prof.  M.W. Harr ington  once expreFeed i t ,  " p e n e t r a t i n g  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  

i n t o  t h e  c o l d  i n t e r i o r  and each succees ive  c h i l l i n g  h a l t i n g  a l i t t l e  n o r t h  of the 

southern  limit of i t s  predecessor ,  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  sumer c o n d i t i o n s  are f i r m l y  @e.-* 

t ab1  i shed . 
Harr ington  d e m r i b e d  and c h a r t e d  the  p roe res s  of spr ingt ime varmth over  t h e  

coun t ry  in an a r t i c l e  publ i shed  many y e a r s  ego i n  Harper'rr Magazine. 

ano the r  s t u d e n t  of th is  procees, Dr .  A.D. Hopkins, has worked out a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  1&w 

Since t h a t  time 

t o  expres s  t h e  way i n  which s p r i n g  comes t o  e a s t e r n  North h e r i c a ;  e s p e c i a l l y  &6 

manifes ted  i n  t h e  rp8pon~cx6 of the p l a n t  and animal  kingdoms t o  the  r i s i n g  t i d e  of 

t eu ipwature ,  

w e r a g e  r a t e  of one degree  of  l a t i t u d e ,  f i v e  d e g r m s  of  l ong i tude  and 400 f e e t  of 

a l t i t u d e  eve ry  f o u r  d a y s .  

He t e l l s  us t h a t  i t  advances northward, eamtvrnrd and upward a t  an  
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l a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. 
2 1 ~ t  and C o n e t i t u t i o n  Ave. 


