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OCEAV - 
I t  is an i n t e r e s t i n g  co inc idence  that w h i l e  ex t r r tvagmt  a s s e r t i o n s  con- 

ce rn ing  the part  p layed  by t h e  Gulf Stream i n  shaping t h e  c i i a r ac t a r  of t h e  past 

a u t h o r i t i e s  wore, q u i t e  p ropa r ly ,  p o i n t i n g  out  tha f a l l a c i e s  involved  in t h a w  

a s s e r t i o n s ,  an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  Tea the r  event ,  p l a u s i b l y  a s c r i b e d  t o  the e f fec ts  of 

ocean c u r r e n t s ,  occurrod i n  a distant part of t h e  morld. 

Late last  month p r e s s  d i s p a t c h e s  r epor t ed  t o r r e n t i a l  r a i n s  on the so- 

c a l l e d  ' " r a in l e s s "  c o a s t  of Peru. Such r a i n s  h,zve happenud bofo r s  i n  t h a t  nor.no.llg 

a r i d  region.. The most remarkable case -.*as i n  1925, :Then numerous downpours and re- 

s u l t i n g  f l o o d s  ivrou&t i m e n s e  damage i n  the c o a s t a l  t o m s  and v i l l a g o s -  

imate reason f o r  t h e s e  anomalies  in Paruvian  weuthcr appcars  t o  bo a vmkoniag  01" 

s h i f t i n g  of tho  c o l d  Humboldt Curront ,  Thich u s u a l l y  mashes tho  c o a s t ,  nnd i t s  torrb 

Porary  reolacement by  a narm c u r r e n t  from the n o r t h ,  knom a8 !!El Niso."  

Humboldt Current  i s  i n  its usual l o c a t i o n ,  t h e  Rinds along t h e  c o a s t  b l o v  from a 

r e l a t i v e l y  cool  ocean t o  a warm land ;  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  huinidity i s  lowered., and tiey 

The pi-ox- 

Then the  

y i e l d  no r a i n .  

ocean a r a  w a r m  and any coo l ing  they  undergo 011 land, as a result os convect ion o r  

man the warm c u r r o n t  d i s p l a c e s  the co ld  one, the ?Ticds from t h e  

OthbF':'is@, is l i k e l y  t o  r e s u l t  i n  r a i n .  Such, nt ladst, i s  tilt3 b e o t  hypothas is  on 

the subject noa a v a i l a b l o .  

Occcvl cu i*rents  unques t ionably  have irnpoi*tant rel; . l t ions t o  veatht?r ,  though 

tnose  r e l a t i o n s  are b y  no mems s o  siffiple and direct  as the man i n  the  a t r e a t  sup- 

poses .  
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