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One of t h e  r a i n i e s t  p l a c e s  i n  the  world. i s  tho summit of Mount :Vaialeale, 

A r u i n - g a v e  in  the  I s l a n d  of gauai, Hawaiian I s l a n d s  -- aid tnereby hangs a tale. 

W a s  i n s t a l l e d  on t n i s  mountain i n  t h e  yen r  1911. 

kin&, but one degigned f o r  ho ld ing  an e n t i r e  y e a r f s  rainfall. 

mountaintop m d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of reaching  it io f o r a i d a b l e .  

I t  mas not  a gauge of t he  o r d i n a m  

Nobody l i ves  on the 

A v i s i t  g e n e r a l l y  in- 

vo lves  a six-hour  horseback r i d e  tho  f i rs t  day, tvo hours by h o r s e  ,and f o u r  hours  031 

f o o t  go ing  up, and t h e  same coming don?, t h e  second day, and s ix  hours more by hor'Fe 

t h e  t h i r d  day. I t  is n e a r l y  always r a i n i n g  on t h e  mountain, and when the  tmve lo lv  

1s on f o o t  a nisstep n i l 1  f r e q u e n t l y  drop  him i n t o  -7ater up t o  h i s  h e u s  and fiome- 

t imes t o  h i s  naist. He i s  g e n u r a l l y  soaked and mud-coverod throughout the h i k e *  

A l l  t h i s  exp la ins  why t h e  €;awe o r i g i n a l l y  ? laced  on the mountain vas de- 

s igned  t o  bo road only about  once a year .  It  proved, however, t o  bo too  small. On 

t h r e e  occas ions  i t  mas found t o  b e  ovor f loa ing  :.;lrien v i s i t e d ,  and htmce i n  1920 a. 

l a r g o r  gauga--the r o r l d t  B b i g g e s t - - ~ a s  i n s t a l l e d  by tho  U.S. Yoathur Buroau. 

planned t o  hold t h o  amount of r a t e r  r e s u l t i n g  from a rainfall of 900 inchos.  

I t  i s  

Since  tile f i r s t  gauge mas i n s t a l l e d  t h e  record  f o r  1'7 months has beon l o s t  

on account  of a c c i d e n t s  to  the appa ru tus .  Fo r  t i i i s  reason,  us well as on account  

of t h e  overf1oc.s a4roady mentioned, and a l s o  because t h e m  may b e  6ome loss of water 

from t h e  gauge by evaporh t ion  ( though i n  t h i s  remarkably damp c l imute  t h e  l o s s  i s  

Probably n o t  g r e a t ) ,  t h e  average  y e a r l y  r a i n f a l l  a t  t h i s  spo t  i s  somewhat unce r t a in .  

The l a t e s t  t e n t a t i v e  f i g u r e  g iven  b y  t h e  Woather dureau i s  436 inches  a yea r ;  d i ich 
su rpasses  by 8 inchoo the  l a t a s t  o f f i c i a l  average f o r  Cherrapunj i ,  i n  t h e  mounthius 
of Assam; lank f.:mus as t h e  r a i n i e s t  h o r n  spo t  on earth. 
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