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The -%que example of a manual of weather information f o r  sailore writ ten 

i n  verse was publiehe& at Calcut ta  in  1879. I t  is e n t i t l e d  "?Ine Sailor's 

&s t  Indian sky In t e rp re t e r  and Weather Book; Being a Description of  the Phenomena 

and Prognostics of the Bay of Bengal October Cyclones, as Experienced at the P i l o t  
S t a t  ion 
bff the Mouth of the Hooghly," a n d  was composed by S.B. Elson, l icensed HooghlY P i lo t*  

This Curious production, a booklet of 27 pagee, s e t s  f o r t h  the bes t  philosophY of 

storms avai lable  at the time i t  was wr i t ten  and o f fe r s  a fund of p rac t i ca l  advice t o  

the mariner concerning the cyclones mentioned in the t i t l e .  %he meter is tha t  of 

The Night Before Christmas.ii Here is a sample: 
II 

For avoiding the center  the bes t  plan will be 
So t o  t r i m  a l l  your P a i l 8  tha t  your ship may run f r ee  

With the wind on he r  starboard s ide ,  always abeam; 
Both f o r  ships under canvae alone o r  w i t h  steam; 

For ,except you have l i t t l e  sea-room for your c r a f t  , 
There i s  danger i n  bringing the wind f a r the r  a f t .  

More espec ia l ly  if you a re  in  the storm's t rack,  
For the r ~ 1 0  i s  t o  count,  with the wind at your back, 

Say, four pointe t o  your l o f t ,  t o  f i n d  how i t  should bear: 
Thus your leeway and d r i f t  leave you ,nothing t o  spare. 
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