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A ----- WET LAMD WITH L I S T  RAINFBIL 

In  an in t e re s t ing  descr ipt ion of northwestern Alaska by P.S.  Smith and 

J*B* Mertie, J r - ,  of the U . S .  Geolosical Survey, the authors  call  a t t en t ion  t o  the 

Paradoxical f a c t  t h a t  a l t h o u b  the p rec ip i t a t ion  ( ra in l  and snov) i s  SO l i g h t  t h a t ,  

on th i s  bas i s  a lone,  the region would be cL8ssified as a r f d  o r  subarid,  there  i s  

ac tua l ly  “va te r  , water everymhere.)l We read: 

“The surface of the country during the surmer i s  comeronly wet and  E W m P Y ,  

and water etands on the eurface in  eonds and lakes. The etrc?amP, unleee they tra- 

verse a broad b e l t  of limestone, show no marked diminution of volume but constantlY 

increase in  s i z e  toward t h e i r  lover  courses. All these fea tures  are due in  large 

surface water by percolat ion and by underground migration impossible + Furthermore, 

the l ow elevation of the sun, even during the eumuier, prevante rapid evaporation. The 

rainfall o r  snoafall. thus stands on tho surface o r  c o l l e c t s  in  the l o r  a reas  Vhere 

the elope is  not s u f f i c i e n t  t o  induco surface m - o f f .  Then again,  the upper Six 

t o  eighteen inches of the frozen zone rnalte during the wmmr and thus produces W e t ,  

soggy foot ing tha t  i s  most  unl ike any preconceived idea of a dry country. Ihrrther- 

m r e ,  the prec ip i ta t ion  doee not come i n  deluging cloudbursts,  separated by long in- 

t e rva l s  of low p rec ip i t a t ion ,  as i n  the countr ies  more of ten re fer red  t o  as a r i d ,  but 

come8 in  numerous l i g h t  showers or  heavy rn is t~ .~’  

(All r i g h t s  remrved by Science Service,  Inc.) 
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