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- THE TALLTST L_IGH!CTPNO TALE 

m e  l a t e  Camille F l a m a r i o n  ve,s a paradox. He was an a b l e  astrcnolver and 

me teo ro log i s t ,  bu t  he c o n s t a n t l y  l e t  h i s  imngination run avay p i t h  him, and h e  had, 

f o r  a man of s c i ence ,  a n  u n p a r a l l e l e d  c q m c i t y  f o r  wa l lowing  p repos t e rous  s t o r i e E .  

Here 5.8 one you w i l l  f i n d  in h i s  popular t r e a t i s e  on l i g h t n i n g :  

"0 t r e e s ,  an oak and a p i n e ,  g rm about t en  f e e t  a p a r t  i n  t h e  f o r e s t  of 

In tht3 year 1868 they  pcre h i t  at  t h e  F a n e  inettrnt  

" I n  the  twinkl ing  of an eye,11 we are t o l d ,  " the i r  leaves 

FOnt-de-BuPsi~re, Haute-Vlenne. 

by a s t r o k e  of l i g h t n i n g ,  

T @ r @  interchanged.  

the O a k  'pent t o  b r i & t e n  the a u s t e r i t y  of the pine with their d e l i c a t e  verdure. This 

metmorPho5is  m s  something q u i t e  out  o f  t h e  ord inary ;  hence all the  people i n  the  

neighborhood croTded t o  t h e  Fcene of t h i s  mi rac l e  t o  c o n t e m p h t e  the  ex t r ao rd ina ry  

The p ine  needlps  found themselvep on t h e  oak and  the  leaves of 

s p e c t a c l e  o f  a 

t o  accommodate themselves very  w e l l  t o  t h e i r  nev cond l t ion .  

ngreeably adorned v i th  i t s  Pumxiery f o l i a g e ,  rhjle thF1 oak got along perfectly a i t h  

the somber ne rd lee  of the  p ine , "  

pino-oak and a n  o&-pine. Most unexpec ted ly ,  t h e  tvo t r e e s  seemod 

The pine remained 
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