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I t  i s  almost proverbial  t h a t  proverbs 'are  not to be t rusted.  &ri l ls  Pro- 

verb ia l  reputation f o r  f i c k l e  sk ies  and frequent showers or ig ina ted  in  Blurope and 

was imported, along mith a hodge-podge of o t h e r  veather  lo re ,  i n t o  t h i s  coUntry, but  

i t  appears t o  be rather i l l - jus t i f ied  on both  a ides  of the ocean. 

A well-known meteorologist  of the Old World, Dr4Wlhdimir Koeppen, once 

undertook t o  f i n d  o u t  at what time of the year  llApril weather" i s  commonest i n  Qer- 

many. 

i l y  published, but Koeppen found from an ana lys is  of d e t a i l e d  s t a t i s t i c s  for the 

c i t y  of Magdeburg that days w i t h  frequent a l t e r n a t i o n s  of clouds and sunshine a r e  

commonest there  in  July and least Common i n  December. 

Such information is not  obtainable  d i r e c t l y  from weather records as ordinar- 

He poin ts  ou t  t h a t  we 8hould 

expect t h i s  r e s u l t  from the f a c t  that continuous shee ts  of c loud  are tY'f3ka1 of 

Winter skies and detached masses of cloud--lfwoolpa&sll and the like--of summer skies 

April  occugies an intermediate p e l t i o n  between the two w n t h s  above mentioned i n  the 

matter  of flopen-and-shut veather.  

As t o  r a i n ,  the same a u t h o r i t y  found that a t  Potadam, vhere there  are long 

records of the times o f  occurrence of rainfall day by day, showers are likewise most 

frequent i n  July; much more so than i n  April .  Though no similar invest igat iong have 

been c a r r i e d  out f o r  o t h e r  parts of the world, we have reason to believe that there 

a r e  few places  e i t h e r  i n  Burope o r  AmerSca where the type of weather t r a d i t i o n a l l y  

ascr ibed t o  &ril i s  a c t u a l l y  more common in that month than i n  any other.  

Of course showery weather does not necessar i ly  imply heavy r a i n f a l l ,  but 
there  are doubtless many people who, having heard a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s  of tfApril  Jhowers,ll 
think of t h i s  month as the wet tes t  of the year. 
on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  the At lan t ic  whose rainfall records do n o t  show a loner average 
f o r  April than f o r  some o t h e r  month of the year. 

There are ,  however, very few places 
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