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The weather forecas te r  can never t e l l  de f in i t e ly  when and where tornadoes 

will occur, but 'ne p la in ly  recognizes the conditions tha t  favor t h e i r  occurrence 

and, on the o ther  hand, the much commoner conditions under vhich the occurrence of a 

tornado i s  p rac t i ca l ly  imoossible. There are, moreover, abundant statist ics,  based 

on past  experience, of the r e l a t ive  frequency of these storms in  d i f fe ren t  pa r t s  of 

the country, showing tha t  some regions a m  nearly o r  quito oxempt from them. Their 

average seasonal distfr ' ibubim is also known f o r  al l  rec;ions 7,rhere they are lerequont, 

and, l a s t l y ,  the vas t  majority of torna$oes occur in the afternoon. 

In view of a l l  these f a c t s ,  Lieut. (now Col.)Finley, the well-known auth- 

o r i t y  on tornadoes, suggested years  ago that  i t  might be advisable and f e a s i b l e  to  

organize a corps of  tornado lookouts, vhose duty i t  would be t o  keep vatch for the 

coming of these deadly ebonas at times *?hen and at places where t h e i r  occurrence i s  

Possible,  and to  give *.Taming of tZie3.r approach t o  the r e s t  of the community. 

"On any day," mo te  Finley,  "vnen there is  presaged in  the neather condi- 

t ions evidence of the probable approach of  a violent  vindsrtom, it should be  the 

duty of those i n  authori ty  t o  deputize cer ta in  in t e l l i gen t  persons t o  match the 

character and approach of a storm and, if i t  Tas a tornado, t o  give timely varning 

of its advance t o  the various famil ies  i n  t h e i r  respective wards, and take charge of 

the removal of persons and. property t o  places of safety.  

might be rung in a pecul iar  mannor as a signal." 
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