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A 2  J-NTEE%iITTEXT CLOUDBURST FLOOD 

A cloudburEt f lood of mud ond.water t ha t  issued f rom a Cal i fornia  canyon 

i n  successive waves, each extending f a r t h e r  than the preceding oce, 1s dewxibed by 

an eye-witness, J.S. Douglas. Some f i f t e e n  minutes b a f c m  the f i r p t  discharge made 

i t e  appearance i ts  d u l l  and heavy roar  could be heard. 

mouth of the canyon i t  was accom2anied by a cloud of dus t ,  due t o  the breaking up of 

huge maeees of d ry  s o i l  torn from projecting point8 of land along i t s  route. 

As it isleued f r o m  the narrow 

It spread t o  a width of  probably 200 yards me after descending about half  

a mile came t o  a f u l l  stop, only t o  be succeeded in  a few moments by another wave 

larger  and swif ter  than the  f i r s t ,  on which g rea t  rocks reighing several  tons f e r e  

dancing l ike  corks. 

alsoJ came t o  a stop. 

This wave extended half  a mile beyond the f i r s t  , and then i t ,  

Several more paves came down at in te rva ls  of some minutes, 

each t rave l ing  f a s t e r  and f a r t h e r  than the preceding one and each ge t t i ng  th’inner, 

u n t i l  the discharge was all r a t e r  inetead of rtiud. 

The explanation of these excessive discharges i s  found in  the formation of 

a 8eriee o f  temporary dams of mud and debris at the mouth of the canyon, the breaking 

of each dam being folloved by a e r i f t  rueh of the l ibera ted  torrent .  
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