
Released upon rece ip t  
but intended f o r  use 
April 8,  1932 

A Science Service Feature 

? ?BY THEW?ATHER f Mailed April 1, 1932 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Wteorology. 

The couplet i n  Shelley's  poem itme Cloud1' reading 

I1From my pings a r e  shaken the dws that  waken 
'Phe sweet buds every onell 

may be good ?oetry but i t  is Poor science. 

Neither does i t  f a l l  from the sky, 

Wells (mho was born in  Charleston, South Carol ina ,  but epent moet o f  h i s  l i f e  in 

Great Br i ta in) ,  w e  knov tha t  i t  i 6  formed d i r ec t ly  from the air at the place vhere 

Dew i s  not shaken from the clouds. 

Thanks t o  one of  Shelley'@ ccntemporaries, Dr. 

i t  i s  deposited, and w e  know, also, how t h i s  Come8 about. 

When air is vwrn it  can contain a large amount of water i n  the form o f  an 

inv is ib le  gas ca l l ed  Itwater vapor." 

gas. Hence cooling the a i r ,  if car r ied  f a r  enough, c a u ~ e s  some of  the contained 

When i t  is cold i t  can hold but l i t t l e  of t h i s  

moisture t o  change from a gas t o  a l iquid, 

with i t ,  and thus becomes coated with v i s i b l e  moiPture. 

An ice  pi tcher  coo l s  the air in  contact 

mis  so-called lisveatingi' 

Of cold objects in t h e  daytime is r e a l l y  dew. 

A t  night objects  out of doois  a r e  generally m o r e  o r  l e se  cooled by radia- 

tion. If they grow cold  enough and there is consid.erable rater vapor in  the air  

adjacent t o  them, some of t h i s  vapor become l iqu id  water, just as happens in  the 

c a w  of the ice pitcher.  This is the comon outdoor form of dew. 
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