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'.V3A-"W3 Bi3C03DS IN COUX?. 

The records of the United S ta tes  Weather Bureau serve as evidence in  an 

immense number of lawsuits,  including cases of persoqal injury,  murder, robbery, 

arson, l o s s  by f i r e ,  divorce, delayed construction work, damage to  perishable goods, 

and so on. 

Several years ago, in a robbery case,  the verd ic t  hung on testimony re.- 

garding the occurrence of heavy r a i n f a l l .  

a thunderstorm. 

A hoae had been robbed one night  during 

One of the household claimed he  had recognized the familyts 

chauffeur as the burglar.  The man was ar res ted ,  bu t  at h i s  trial i t  was brought 

out from o f f i c i a l  records t h a t  there had been a haavy f a l l  of r a i n  at the t ine.  

The chauffeur 's  shoes were not muddy, and h i s  c lothing was proved to have besn d r y  

shor t ly  a f t e r  the robbery. He vas acquitted.  

In another case a man sued the c i t y  of ChicLa.go f o r  damace to  goods in  

h i s  basement. He claimed that  ths  s t r e e t  vas defect ive and had Etllowed the water 

from heavy rains  t o  accunulate and cause a f lood on the premises. 

showed t h a t  there had been no ra in  o r  snov f o r  a veek before the al leged damage and 

a lso  tha t  tne veather had been so cold t h a t  even if .rater had been in the s t r e e t  i t  

could not have floned in to  the basement. 

The records 

The judge instructed the jury  to  give a 

verdict  i n  favor  of the c i t y .  

Most of the claims by shippers against  ra i l roads f o r  damage t o  goods by 

ra in  o r  cold are s e t t l e d  on the b a s i s  of  weathor records a i thout  recourse to  the 

courts.  
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