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'Keather pred.ictions found i n  almanacs a r e  in  some cases manufactured out 

Of "whole cloth,ll and in others  based on theories In which the almanac-maicer puts 

h i s  f a i t h ,  though science does not.  

the mark. I t  i,Tould be a miracle if they d id  Qot. 

In e i t h e r  case these f o r e c a s t s  f requent ly  hit 

' I r i t ing of t h e i r  apDlication t o  

southern &gland, a B r i t i s h  meteorolocist ,  i'l. H. nines, said 

llrake the case of a toeather alinanac, and see if it 

should be writ ten that did not contain a considerable number 

In this p a r t  of Zngland a measurable quantity of ra in  falls, 

soma yearn ago: 

is  possible  that one 

of accurate predict ions.  

on the average, on 

about ha l f  the days of the year, so  t h a t  it  i s  an even chance if any p a r t i c u l a r  d.ay 

be counted as f i n e  o r  rainy. The aLnanc.tc-iuak:sr, therefore, In dealing with the 

question of r a i n  alone, has just as good a chance of being cor rec t  as of being in- 

cor rec t ,  and i t  would be just ne d.iTficult for him to produce an almanac in which 

there was not one successful predict ion of rain as to produce one in  mhich eveqy 

Prophecy of ve t  weather proved true. 

be an extraordinary production, and would imply some kind of superhuman knovledge 

Indeed, an almanac t h a t  vas never r igh t  vould 

Of the neather on the p a r t  of i t s  producer." 
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