
A Science Service Feature 
I -- -L__ 

Released upon receipt  
bu t  intended f o r  use 
April  15, 1932 KHY TI33 TXATdZI ? Mailed A p r i l  8 ,  1932 

By ChaTles Fitzhugh Talrnan, 
Authorit;. 011 bkteorolcgy. 

'?JOT/ 'EAT A?P.ITiJS THLELZ" -- _I -_I -- 
The English poet who~e repinings over beir.g in I t a l y  instead of a g l a n d  in  

the month of April a r e  immortal doubtless had a c l e a r  o ic ture  in h i s  mind's eye Of 

the normal state of vegetation and anha1 life e# h i s  nat ive land during the month 

in question. 

in 
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H e  could wri te  with assurance about the brushwood sheaf a~ewaB the elm 

t r e e  bole being i n  t i n y  leaf ,  and &out the chaffinch singing on the orchard bough, 

because he  lvrote from personal observation. But ?.That about the untraveled American 

who writs to  n r i t e  a p o w  o r  a s tory rrith April  as i t s  time and Englmd i t s  se t t ing?  

Hoa is he to  f i n d  out what p l a n t s  are blooming then - vhat b i r d s  singing? 

Such information can be found - and i t  is a p i t y  more of our wri te rs  don* t 

r e a l i z e  i t  - in the voluminous records tha t  have been col lected f o r  years by a large 

C O T S  of English phenologists, attached t o  the Royal Meteorological Society.. Such 

records, moreover, have been col lected in a good many other  countries - including, 

long ago, the United S ta tes ,  though phenolam has been sadly neglected in our 

country f o r  m a n y  years. Tables and charts have been mbl i shed  f o r  several  ,parts of 

the world showing the average dates on which a l l  the common p lan ts  come into leaf 

and in to  blossom, when the common nigratory b i r d s  return,  and when various other  

seasonal phenomena of the l i v i n g  world take place. Such da ta  a r e  a valuable adjunct 

Of the study o f  weather and climate. 

Phenological records can save wri tere  f r o m  committing egregious faux pas 

w i t h  respect to  the matters above mentioned; but, a las \  f e v  miters outside of 

s c i e n t i f i c  c i r c l e s  knorr t h a t  such records ex is t .  
( A l l  r igh ts  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

I-...I..-...--c 

SC IDTCE SZRVI CE 
21st and Conetitution Ave. 

Washington, D.  C. 


