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FLYING ,A HAILSTOREX 

A severe h a i l s t o m  is  capable of causing much darnage t o  automobiles and. of 

i n f l i c t i n g  at least minor injuries upon t h e i r  occupants. A recent experience Of 

some Army f l iers  i l l u s t r a t e s  the fact t h a t  a i r c r a f t  and av ia tors  a r e  subject t o  

S i m i l a r  misadventures but also that the f l i e r  sonetimes has toe advantage of the 

motorist  in being ab le  t o  bea t  a hasty  r e t r e a t  from the pel t ing  hai ls tones.  

- One afternoon last month Lieut.  B. X. LPJJrou took o f f ,  with tmo Amny 

passengers, from Scot t  Field,  I l l . ,  f o r  Springfield,  Mo. West of S t .  Louis he en- 

c o a t e r e d  indicat ions of a l ine-squall  approaching from the west- He f i rs t  so&t 

a landing f i e l d  t o  the north, but being unable t o  locate  i t ,  on account of poor 

v i s i b i l i t y ,  he turned east i n  an attempt to return t o  h i s  starting point.  

overtook him while he  mas f l y i n g  low in h i s  search for Scott  Field,  and with it  

The s t o l i  

came B f u s i l l a d e  of l a rge  hails tones. 

Fortunately no mater ia l  harm was Q n e  t o  the plans, but the f l i e rs  mere 

painfu l ly  bruised and cut by the hai ls tones.  

ser ious if the p i l o t  had not pronptly climbed above the leve ls  i n  which h a i l  was 

falling. 

a rapid escape in  an upward direct ion.  

me consequence might have been more 

Probably the uprush of the air  at the f r o n t  of  tne storm helped him make 
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