
A d '~ i6pce  Ga~vic6. h i t u r d  - 
Releawd upon receipt  
but' 1nkendea"for use 
April  21, 1932. T I H Y  W?3 W3ATHTXi ? Mailed April 14,  1932. 

By CharleP Fitzhugh 'Palm,  
Authority on Metgoi-olsy. 

Unt i l  qu i te  recent ly  we have ueual ly  thought of: cl imate as a thing p@- 

c u l i a r  to the portion o f  the atmosphere close to the e a r t h ' s  surface. NOV, however, 

with the advent of a e r i a l  travel and transDort on a world-wids ecale,  a def in i te  

conception of upper-air climate has  taken ehape and i t  has  already given r i se  t o  a 

c e r t a i n  amount of l i t e r a t u r e .  Thcs i n  the g r e a t  Koeppen-Geiger "Handbook of C l i m a -  

tology," nom In course of publication in  &many, an  inetallment recent ly  issued in. 

a discuesion of the tlclimatology of the f ree  atmoaphereYn by Prof. A. Wagner. 

In  our own country there has l a t e l y  appeared a somewhat voluminous account 

of the aeronaut ical  climatology of the United S ta tes ,  compiled by the $eather Bureau 

and issued by the Aeronautics Branch of the Department of  Commerce as a par t  of a 

b u l l e t i n  enti tLed "General Aimsy Inforniation.11 I n  th ie  ~ o r k  each e t a t e  is taken up 

i n  a lphabet ical  order and information is  given concerning the featuree of i t s  c l i r . ' .  

mate, both at the e a r t h ' s  ourface and a l o f t ,  that  a r e  of p r a c t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  avfa- 

tors; such as the average cloudiness and i t 6  seasonal var ia t ions ,  the frequency Of 

dense and light fogs, the amount of good and bad v i s i b i l i t y ,  t h e  prevalence of r a i n ,  

snov and i c e ,  the frequency of thunderstorms, the prevai l ing d i rec t ion  and force of 

both rmrface and upper winds, and the  incidence of winds strong enough t o  a f f e c t  

mater ia l ly  the oporat ion o f  a i r c r a f t .  
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