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m STOXd OUSS - --- - 
Storm glasses  have become s o  ra re  in recent times t h a t  they .probably fe tch  

good pr ices  in  the antique shops- One t h a t  I bou&t long ago  in a country store, 

where i t  had been awaiting a purchaser f o r  years,  i s  labeled on the back of the 

frame T h e  Cottage Barometer o r  Storm G1assl1; wnich dual name leads t o  the renarJh 

t h a t  the device in question has  a l s o  been ca l led  a flcarnphor-glass,l~ ftcamphor bar- 

ometer, Ilparoscope," e t c .  I t  cons is t s  of a v e r t i c a l  tube containing p a r t l y  dis- 

solved c r y s t a l s ,  which change from time t o  time h appearance and are supposed t o  

furnish indicat ions of coming weather. In some specimens the tube is hermetically 

sealed; in  others  i t  is open at the top t o  the air. My storm g l a s s  carries the f o l -  

1 ow ing If d i r e  c t ions 'I : 

1st. If the weather is  to  be fine, tne substance of the composition w i l l  
remain a t  the bottom and the l i q u i d  m i l l  be c lear .  

26.. Previous t o  ra in ,  the substance m i l l  r ise gradually and the l i q u i d  
w i l l  be c l e a r ,  p i t h  small p a r t i c l e s  moving about. 

3d. Before a storm o r  high wind the s ~ s t a n c e  w i l l  be p a r t l y  at tho top 
and m i l l  have a fea thery  appearance, and the l i q u i d  w i l l  be heavy and i n  fementa-  
t ion.  In t h i s  i t  xi11 usually give not ice  24 hours before the weather changes. 

4th. In winter general ly  the substance m i l l  r i s e  r a t h e r  hi&; in  s n o w  
weather o r  vh i te  f r o s t  i t  vi11 b e  ;?bite v i t h  smll stars i n  motion. 

5th. In summer, the weather being n a m  and dry, the substance vi11 be 
quite  lo^. 

6th. 
the substance m i l l  l i e  c loser  to the b o t t l e  on the opfgosite s ide t o  t h a t  from lvhich 
the storm o r  wind comes. 

To know vrhich quarter  the mind o r  storm ewes from, you m i l l  observe 

Adairal FitzRoy, once head of the meteorological service of Great Bri ta in ,  
s e t  g rea t  s t o r e  by the s torm g l a s s ,  kept one attached t o  h i s  barometer, and consult- 
ed i t  when he made h i s  forecas ts ,  but an invest igat ion of the device carr ied out by 
L%arles Tomlinson i n  tho ' s i x t i e s  of the last century indicated that  the appearance 
of the l iqu id  depends almost e n t i r e l y  upon temperature. I t  i s  merely a crude ther- 
moscope arid of no value vhatever t o  the neather forecaster .  
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