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CHINA'S GIaAT EZr30L -- -- -- 
Detai ls  concerning the ruinous f locds of last year  i n  the  Yangtze Valley 

have gradually come t o  hand and the d i s a s t e r  now takes i t s  place as one of the great-  

e s t  of its kind in  h is tory .  

storms occurring July 7-10, July 22-26 and August 3-7. 

s torm brought the water level a t  Haakow up t o  53.6 f e e t  on the r i v e r  gauge; the 

The rise of  the maters i s  ascribed to three great rain- 

The run-off from the t h i r d  

previous highest  reading having been 50.'fjfeet in  A u g u s t ,  1870. 

According t o  a report  by J. Losslng Buck, o f  the University of Nanking, 

the farm population e f fec ted  by the f loods is approximately equal t o  the e n t i r e  farm 

population of the United States.  Forty-five per  cent. of a l l  farm bui ldings in the 

flooded a r e a  were destroyed and f o r t y  per  cent. of the people wexe forced t o  migrate 

for the g r e a t e r  p a r t  of the Tinter  aeaBon. The m a x i m  depth of water on the f i e l d s  

was 9 f e e t ,  The t o t a l  lose  i n  crops, s tores ,  animals, buildings,  implements and 

personal aroperty is eetimated at about two b i l l i o n  Chinese dol la rs ,  exclusive of 

losses from broken dikes,  road damage and the impossibil i ty of plant ing second crops 

of r ice  and winter crops. The average loas  per  family is  $451 in  Chinese currency 

( 5 s  compared n i t h  average net  earnings per family of about $300 a year). 

The ear ly  estimate of  a, mill ion lives l o s t  in  these f loods was probably 

much exaggerated, b u t  no tivstworthy f igures  on t h i s  subject appear t o  be available.  
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