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- FATA MOXOANA IIJ SCOTLAND 

The type of  mirage c a l l e d  "fats morgana," which involves weird d i s t o r t i o n s  

of images over a large a r e a  of landscape o r  seascape and a l so  rapid changes in  t h e i r  

w?earance, far  from being pecul ia r  to  t h e  S t r a i t  of Messina, i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  hoae, 

is encountered more o r  l e s s  all over the  world. Here i s  an account of an example 

seen m a n y  years ago in the  F i r t h  of Forth, as reported i n  the flScotsmanrf: 

V h e  most extraordinary i l l u s i o n s  were those presented by the Isle  of May, 

which, from being a mere speck on the water, suddenly shot up in  the fonn of a hwe 

perpendicular w a l l ,  apparently 800 o r  900 f e e t  high, with a umooth and unbroken f ront  

t o  the sea. On the e a s t  s i d e  lay a long low range of rocks, appaiently detached from 

the Island at  various points ,  and i t  vas on these t h a t  the nmst  f a n t a s t i c  exhibi t ions 

took place. Besides assuming the most d ivers i f ied  and f a n t a s t i c  shapes, the rocks 

were constant ly  changing t h e i r  posi t ions,  nor: moving o f f  and again approaching each 

other. At one ti- a beaut i fu l  columnar c i r c l e  appeared on the outermost rock. We- 

sen t ly  this figure changed t o  a clump of t rees .  By and by the clump of t rees  in- 

creased to a large plantat ion,  &ich gradually a?Droached the main port ion of the 

island u n t i l  within 300 o r  400 f e e t ,  nhen the intervening space was spanned by a 

beaut i fu l  arch. Another and another arch was af ternard formed in  the same way. At a 

l a t e r  period the phenomena, rrhich vere constant ly  changing, shoved huge jagged r i f t s  

and ravines i n  the face of tha high w a l l ,  through vhich the light c a w  q d  went as 

they opened and shut,  v h i l e  t r e e s  and towers, columns and arches, sprang up and dis- 

appeared as if by magic. 

l a s t e d  the lighthouse, usually the most prominent object  from the south s ide  of the 

firth, was mnolly invisible.lI 

I t  is a singular  f a c t  tha t  during the four hours the mirage 
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