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Authority on Meteorology.

ggggg’WEATHER STATIONS

A feature of the International Polar Year of meteorclogical, magretic and
auroral observations, beginning next August, will probably be a socmewhat extensive
uee of epparatus designed to report weather conditions by radio at regular intsrvals
without the aid of a human observer or operator. Instruments for this purnose have
been in course of development for some years, especially in Russia and Germany.

In the polar rasgions, and pernaps also in lower latitudes, it is proposed
to attach some of these '"robot" weather stations to buoys, anchored in shallow
portions of the ocean. Qthers will probebly be nlaced on islands, and still others
on mountaintops. Lastly, there is talk of installing some of them on drifting ice
in the polar seas. 1In the latter case, tha drifting station would be operated in
connection with two fixed stations on neighboring shores from which, by means of
radio bearings, its position could be obtained at the time of.each obgervation.

The radio transmitters of these statlons will be operated by storage
batteries. It is stated that batteries having sufficient energy to operate a
radio set three times a day for a period of two years without renewal and also to
function at low temperatures are now available.
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