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ROBOT VXA!fWR STATIONS 

A feature of the In te rna t iona l  Polar  Year of meteorological, magnetic and 

m r o r a l  observations, baginning next August, T i l l  probably be a somevhat extensive 

use of apparatus designed t o  report  mathor conditions by radio at  regular in twvals  

Titbout t h e  a i d  of a kiuman obsorver o r  operator. 

been in course of development f o r  some years, especial ly  i n  Russia and @manyw 

Instruments f o r  this punose  have 

I n  the p o l a r  regions, and pernaos also  i n  lower latitudes, i t  i s  proposed 

t o  attach some of these “robot11 weather s t a t i o n s  t o  buoys, anchored in  shallon! 

port ions of the ocean. 

on mountaintops. 

in  the polar seas. 

connection T i t h  t v o  f ixed  s t a t i o n s  on neighboring shores f r o m  vihich, by means of 

radio bearings,  i t s  posi t ion could be obtained at the tima of each observa.tion. 

Others Ti11  pro’oably be olaced on is lands,  and s t i l l  others  

Lastly,  there is talk of i n s t a l l i n g  some of them on d r i f t i n g  ice 

I n  the l a t t e r  caQe, trio d r i f t i n g  s t a t i o n  would be operated i n  

The radio t ransmft ters  of thetia stations mill be operated by storage 

b a t t e r i e s .  It  i s  s t a t e d  that b a t t e r i e s  having s u f f i c i e n t  energy to  operate a 

radio s e t  three times a day f o r  a period of tvo year8 mithout renerPal and also to 

function a t  lov temperatures ai*@ non available.  
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