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I?IVISIBLE - STOXdS 

Every year,  from ear ly  spr ing t o  the middle of autumn, many invis ib le  dust 

storms sweep over the United States .  A fern years  ago t h e i r  existence was nardly 

suspected, and d e f i n i t e  information about them i e  just nom coming t o  light. The 

dust dtoes not ,  like t h a t  blown up from deser ts ,  b l o t  out the sunshine, nor  does it, 

like the soot  of our  c i t i e s ,  sne l l  t i e  c i t i z e n t s  laundry b i l l s ,  but i t  gets i n t o  

peop,lets noft t r i ls  and i t  causes an annual t o t a l  of f u l l y  a mil l ion cases of hay 

fever.  This dust is  tho aind-borne pollen of  plants .  In spriw i t  cornea mainly 

f r o m  t r e e s ,  i n  the e a r l y  summer from grass~s, amP in tne l a t e  surmnar and thlz autumn 

from ragrreed, except in  th3 far Vest, There i t s  pr incipal  source a t  t h a t  season is  

the group of $ants know c o l l e c t i v e l y  as ToI?n’voods, i w l u d i n g  nugvort and sagebizlsk. 

Science noa seeks t o  learn the duration, a r e a  and in tens i ty  of each of 

these pol len storms. That hay f e v e r  is due t o  the pollens o f  cer ta in  p lan ts  has been 

known f o r  more than half a century, and the present method of treatment, in vhich 

the pollens causing the disease a r e  u t i l i z e d  to render pa t ien ts  immune t o  i t ,  vas 

introduced some twenty years ago; but in  order tha t  an ef fec t ive  campaign may b e  

waged against  t h i s  malaw much more knowledge is needed concerning the amounts of 

the various hay-fever pollens present in the air at d i f f e r e n t  places and at diffew 

ent times. Uany l o c a l  f’pollen surveyell have been conducted f o r  the purpose of ob- 

t a in ing  such infoma,tion, and f o r  some years past  an annual survey has been car r ied  

out on a na t iona l  scale during the ragweed season under the direct ion of 0. C. 
Durham. 

obtained from a sicroscopic  examination of vaseline-coated s l i d e s  exposed at  select-  
ed s t a t i o n s  of the U. SI Veather Bureau. 

The dai ly  counts of the nwnbar of pollen grains i n  a cubic yard of air  are 
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