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DISTANT VISIBILITY 

V i s i b i l i t y  of objects 120 milee d i s t an t  was reported not long ago by the 

occupants of a commercial a i rplane f lying one night between Washington and New York. 

men the plane wa8 8,500 feet  above Wilmington, Del., the  f l i e r s  could diecern Wash- 

ington, Baltimore, Philadelphia,  Nevark and New York, as well ae  the d i s t an t  blinking 

beacons far t o  t he  northward along the two transcontinental  airways acro88 PennsYl- 

vania. 

the country, D.C. Cameron, an observer of  the Weather Bureau stationed at the Port-  

Commenting on t h i s  case,  said t o  be a record-breaker f o r  the eastern Part of 

land,  Oregon, a i rpo r t  s a y s :  

"Vis ib i l i t y  100 miles o r  b e t t e r  i n  the region west of  the 105th Meridian i e  

not a t  a l l  uncommon; in  f a c t ,  some airway s t a t ions  located i n  auspicious places in 

t h i s  region frequently report  v i s i b i l i t y  100 miles on any ordinar i ly  c l ea r  day. This 

is  especial ly  t rue  i n  the f a r  Northwest, where the s t r i n g  of  i so la ted  snow peaks 

reaching from Mount Baker in northern Vashington t o  Mount Shaata in  northern Calif- 

ornia,  o f f e r  excellent points for long-distance v i s i b i l i t y .  Ships in  the a i r ,  i n  

t h i s  sec t ion ,  can frequently sec 200 miles,  and from a point high above the southern 

Willamette val ley of Oregon a l l  of the ten high peaks along the Cascade Rango and 

southward t o  Shasta, may be seen at the  ~ a a o  time, a radius of over 200 miles. 

o f  the Rockies, lack of high mountains, o r  peaks, as well ~e an abundance o f  man- 

&et  

made obstruction t o  vis ion in the form of products of combuetion a r e  the tvo w i n  

fmtors  in  the l imit ing of the v i s i b i l i t y .  

tan areas of the inter-mountain region and along the Pacif ic  slope, does local smokc 

?lay any important par t  in  r e s t r i c t ing  v is ion ,  but in many sections of  the North- 

In  the Weet, only i n  the large ruetropoli- 

ves t  forec t  f i r e  smoke in the summer and ea r ly  autumn, has,  in  some instance8,re- 

w l t e d  in complete suepenzion of flying during absolutely c l ea r  weather. 'I 
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