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FIE VISE D*UTZZARDS 
_I--- 

The f a c t  t h a t  a mass of c m u l u s  or %oolpacktJ cloud is the v i s i b l e  c a p i t a l  

of an inv is ib le  column of rising air is a discovery of modern times, but it might 

have been suspected ages ago i f  somebody had d.ram obvious conclusions from an at ten-  

t i v e  observation of the soaring of bir8s .  Prof. G.S. Dodda, of Weet Virginia Uni- 

versity, wri tes  i n  Science of watching a number o f  turkey buzzards soaring one hot  

afternoon last summer. They approached from the north at  a height of about 500 f e e t -  

"Not  far from the observer,t1 he says, "they came underneath one of the 

sca t te red  cumulus clouds present at the time and at once discontinued t h e i r  f l i g h t  

toward the south and begaq t o  soar in  c i r c l e s ,  keeping d i r e c t l y  beneath the cloud- 

During t h i s  c i r c l i n g ,  p i t h  wings e t i l l  he id  e ta t ianary ,  they rapidly gained eleva- 

t i o n ,  so t h a t  the course of each b i r d  became a s p i r a l .  %it? u p a r d  s p i r a l  8 O k t r i n g  

f l i g h t  continued f o r  some minutes unti l  the b i rds  had. become hardly v i s i b l e ,  when 

they  resumed t h e i r  southward course a t  a much greater elevat ion than before they had 

coine underneath the cloud. A fer minutes l a t e r  a second flock of about a dozen ctme 

aimg f r o m  the north m d  under the eane cloud gained elevat ion,  as the f i r s t  flock 

ha3 done. This is  evidently a case where t'ne b1rd.e made use of the upward air  cur- 

r a n t  Seneath the cwnulus cloud t o  ga in  elevat ion without resor t jng t o  wing st rokes,  

aad t k e  w r i t e r  has been wondering whether t h i s  is a matter of  common observation." 
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