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Varied are the jobs of the o f f i c i a l  weatherman. Chasing runaway k i t e s  is 

one of them, though it  is r a r e r  now than formerly, as meteorological ki teof lying has 

been, t o  a grea t  extent ,  replaced by the more expeditious and e f f i c i e n t  process of 

the ffweather hop," performed by an aviator .  Recently, however, a s t r i n g  of k i t e s  

broke away during a f l i g h t  at Ellendale,  North Dakota, There the Teather Buraau 

s t i l l  maintains a k i t e  s ta t ion .  Af te r  t ravel ing f o u r  miles they were hal ted momen- 

t a r i l y  when the end of the kite-wire caught on a telephone l i n e ,  but before t h e  pur- 

suing weathermen could recover them they tore  swap again. Five miles f a r t h e r  on 

the wire caught on a barbed-wire fdnce. When the pursuers were within a hundred 

yarde of the spot the kites  resumed t h e i r  t ravele ,  taking a fence poet along with 

them. 

the mire and post caught on a mil-box. 

Thie burden proved too  heavy f o r  a prolonged t r ip ,  and at the end of a mile 

I t  took a vnole day t o  get the k i t e s  back 

t o  the s t a t i o n  over snow-blockod roads. , 

I n  March, 1923, a string of six k i t e s  t h a t  broke away from the Ellendale 

s t a t i o n  t raveled about 275 miles, f i n a l l y  landing i n  a cedar swamp in northeastern 

Minnesota. The kites mere found by a woodsman more than a year l a t e r .  .Previous 

t o  t h i s  there  vas a breakaway at the Groesbeck, Texas, kite s t a t i o n  and the k i t e s  

t raveled about the same distance,  landing in eouthern Arkansae. 
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