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Though the  term "cloudburst"  i e  a misnomer, s i n c e  clouds do n o t  a c t u a l l y  

b u r s t ,  i t  i s  s e l l  e s t a b l i e h s d  i n  Fcient j f i c  aF mall aR general literature as the name 

of  a n  excess ive ly  heavy l o c a l  d o m p o u r  of 3rj.ef duration, I n  popular usage,  however, 

t h i s  name ie of ten  app l i ed  t o  showers of r e l a t i v e l y  moderate i n t e n s i t y  Occurring in  

dry mountainous r eg ions ,  There they  cause spec tacu la r  sho r t - l i ved  floods owing  t o  

t h e  r a p i d  f l o r  of t h e  storm water  down ba re  elopes and i t s  concen t r a t ion  by r av ines  

and canyons. Many floods of  t h i e  c h a r a c t e r  have 'own extreulely d e s t r u c t i v e .  Among 

them Tae the  one that rniped out a large p a r t  of  the t o m  of Heppner, Oregon, i n  June, 

1903, caus ing  t h e  dea th  of 200 people.  T h i e  d i s a s t e r  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  l i s t  of famous 

American c loudbure t s ,  but an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made immddia.tely a f t e r  t he  etorm by JOT. 

m h i s t l e r ,  of the  U.S. Geological  Survey, proved t h a t  the  r a i n  cawing it  Fa6 no t  ex- 

cep t  i o n a l l y  heavy. 

M r .  Whis t l e r  eet imated the  average r a i n f a l l  i n  t he  Hoppner etorm at an inch 

and a h a l f  over an area of 20 square miles ,  Such a Phmer vrould y ie ld  more than tvo  

m i l l i o n  tons  of prater, and the  towh wae, unfortunately, so sttiiated that a g ~ e a t  part 

of t h i s  rater swept d w n  upon it i n  the course  of a few minutes. A r&in  of equal  

i n t e n s i t y  f a l l i n g  on a l e v e l  su r f ace ,  or on elopes well covered with vege ta t ion ,  

Tould have had no s e r i o u s  r e s u l t s .  This c a s e  i s  t y p i c a l  of what happens i n  a l a r g e  

percentage of t h e  storme regor t ed  ae c loudburs t s  from t h e  mountains of the  a r i d  and 

Femiarid West, 
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