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kdOP2 KI TE TROLXLES ---. -- ----. 

Be -rote i n  these notes tne o ther  dw of the trials and t r ibu la t ions  that 

harass toe Teatheman when a a t r i n g  of kites, sent a l o f t  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  ~uroosss, 

breaxs i ts  s t e e l  t e t h e r  and goes rampaging over the country .  A graphic account of 

one of these misadventures has just  come t o  hand i n  a nis tozy of the Blue Hill 

Met8OrOlOgiCd Observatory, m i t t e n  by i t s  d i rec tor ,  Prof. C. F. Brooks, of Xarvard 

University, One evening, w are told,  the kite-Tire broke when f i v e  miles of i t  'vas 

out ,  .with a s t r i n ?  of f i v e  k i t e s  at the end of  it. 

"A f em minutes l a t e r ,  fl  says Prof .  Brooks, V i v i d  blue-green f lashes  were 

v i s i b l e  where the steel kite-Tire was dragging across and short-circui t ing the 

pover l ines  of the Bay S t a t e  S t r e e t  Railway. 

trouble t h a t  i t  vas 8ome time before service could be restored. One or more of the 

So unusual m a s  the cause of t h i s  

kites continued t o  fly in  the darkness, and when the vind increased a few hours later 

another short-circui t  occurred. Part of the Tire  came t o  rest across the N ~ T  Haven 

Railroad track at the East Braintree s ta t ion ,  where tne f i r s t  train in  the  morning 

became caught i n  it. So thoroughly wa8 the 712.0 wound around the wheels that the 

train T ~ S  delayed three-quarters of an hour.,' 

About a mile of v i r e  vas recovered at one spot, but it vas so hopele3ely 

tangled that the h o l e  mass was dumped I n t o  a 6V?mpm 
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