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AFlISTOTLE’S R3T3OROLOGY 

Popular weather lore dates back t o  prehis tor ic  times, but meteorology f irst  

achieved rank a6 a branch of f o r m a l  knovledge when k i e t o t l e ,  who flourished i n  the 

fourth century B.C., devoted t o  i t  one of the series of  works in  which he endeavored 

t o  round UP a l l  the Ecient i f ic  and philosophical learning o f  h i s  age. His “Methmro- 

logical’ was wel l  known i n  ant iqui ty .  Three Greek commentaries on it  are s t i l l  ex- 

tant ;  vi2 * ) those of Alexander Aphrodisiensis (second century of  our e r a ) ,  Olympic- 

aorus ( s ix th  century) and Joanne8 Philoponus (seventh century). 

the Roman Empire,  however, all o f  Aristotle’s works, with the  exception of h i s  

t r e a t i s e  on log ic ,  rere  l o e t  t o  the acholare of western Europe, b u t  fortunately were 

preserved by the  Arabs. 

JJith the fall of 

A t  the c lose of the twelfth century Latin vereione of these worke, trans- 

l a ted  from Arabic,appeared in  Spain. %rom tha t  time on until the rise of the ffiodern 

sciences A r i s t o t l e  va8 the  supreme and unquestioned authori ty  on all the subject5 

p i t h  vhich h i s  works deal. 

The fact tha t  they included a t r e a t i s e  on meteorology gave t o  t ha t  subject a Proffifn- 

ence in  the educational syeteu of the middle ages that  i t  vould probably not other- 

’rise have had, 

studied , not nie t eorology. ” 

%is mitings became the textbooke of the univere i t ies .  

A s  Dr. Gustav Hellmann has pointed out,  “ I t  :pa6 Ar is to t le  that  vas , 

Early printed edi t ions of t he  ”Meteorologica” in both Greek and Latin were 

numeroua, besides vhich there  appeared a grea t  number of commentaries and paraphraser, 

The f i r s t  t rans la t ion  of the t ex t  in to  a modern language vau an I t a l i a n  version, 

published in 1555. Of other t rans la t ions  there i e  a recent one in  English, by E.#. 

’fJebster. The l a t e s t  ed i t ion  of the Greek text., edi ted by F,H. FOb+?8, was published 

by the Harvard University Press in 1918. 
( A l l  rightF reearvea by Science Service, InC.) 
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