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TORNADO WINDS 

&e strength of the wind i n  the hear t  of a tornado has never been d i r ec t ly  

I t  can be very roughly estimated from i t s  e f fec ts  i n  moving heavy o b b c t s  measured. 

and also on the basis of the fall In barometric pressure attending; t he  passage Of 

t he  tornado vortex. This fall in pressure appears t o  m o u n t  t o  as much RB a tenth 

of an atmosphere in some capes, as indicated by the collapge of walls under the out- 

w r d  th rus t  of the air ,  a t  ordinary atmospheric pressure, inside a building. 

such evidence it seems l ike ly  that the air i n  the vo2:bex may sometimes revolve as 

fast a8 500 miles a n  hour. 

a t ropica l  hurricane seldom bloF faster than 100 miles an hour, and that  a Find of 

Fro& 

By way of ccmparison i t  may be s ta ted  that the winds in 

500 milee an hour i s  not f i ve  tfmee, but taenty-five t i m R s ,  as etrong ae one of 100 

r n i l e F  an hour. 

The tornado b lae t  has beRA knom t o  pick up a car t  weighing 600 pounds, 

t e a r  it t o  pieces i n  the air ,  and deposit the  t i r e  of one wheel more than a thoueand 

yards away. Dead sheep have been found shorn of t he i r  wool t o  the  bare skin by the  

force of the Find,  vThile fowl8 are plucked of their feathers  au if  by hand. Loaded 

railTay cars and locoaotives have been blown f rom the track: iron bridges have been 

moved from t h e i r  foundatione. Straws have been driven through boards, la th8 throqgh 

t r e e s  and small sticks of timber through an iron plate. 
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