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The public is F t i l l  much incl ine? t o  c a l l  toirredoes "cyclones," and a 

tornado cellar is probably c a l l e d  a Itcyclone c e l l a r "  n5ne times out of t e n ,  but the 

newspapers of the United Statee nowadays generally give the tornado i t s  correct name 
I 

Meteorologists had a long struggle t o  educate the presE on t h i e  fubject .  I am re- 

minded of the fact by coming acroee the following r e m r k s  by Prof, W.H. Brewer, of 

the Sheffield Scientific School, published i n  the year 1884: 

"Most people have the idea that the Ford tcyclonel expresses something 

much more t e r r i b l e  i n  the way of a wind storm than e i t h e r  fwhirlwlndt o r  ' tornado' ,  

rhereae the reveree i p  the case. A cyclono extends over a aide c i r c u i t  and need not 

be violent  enough t o  cause any damage. The windstorms t h a t  are of euch common occur- 

rence i n  the West, and sometiruse V i s i t  t h i s  sect ion,  doing 80 much damage t o  proper- 

t y  and l i f e ,  are not cyclones at all, though usually part of one. The tornado has a 

narrow path, the cyclone a vide one. The old English word is 'whirlwind.' Some 

f o r t y  years ago meteorologiets i n  t h e  United S t a t e e  adopted the Spanish word t t o r n a c  

dol as a syaonyq, f o r  it. 'Tornado' soon found i t s  way i n t o  American d ic t ionar ies  but 

ha8 never yet appeared i n  the English dict ionariee.  

come t o  be applied t o  theee violent  a n d  destruct ive storme, and, owing'to i t s  accap  

Lately the word Icyclonel has 

tance by t h e  newspapers, ha€ been popularized, but it  i s ,  nevertheless,  an improper 

w r d  and should therefore  be diacouraged by the  P r e E B o "  

Today, of couree, Ittornado" found in  ell Brit iPh dict ionariee  and i a  

familiar throughout the &g1ish-~peaking world. 
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