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-e_ THE Toma0  CLOUD 

The so-called funnel cloud of the tornado ac tua l ly  aesumea a great  vari- 

e t y  of forms. llSomf:timev,II says S.D.  Flora,  a Veather Bureau man whose hobbies a re  

tornadoes and hailstorms, " t h i s  cloud i s  r e a l l y  funnel-shaped, but more commonly it 

ia described a6 resembling an  elephantfe  trunk or  a gigantic snake, a8 i t  writhes 

and sways back and for th  i n  i t s  progross. Other observers have s ta ted tha t  it re- 

minded them of a rope swing'$ng back and for th  from the  clouds. 

of a slender cloud the c o l o r  i s  a milky white,  except t ha t  near the ground it is 

dark from f lying dust and d.dbrfv. 

darker €hade. 

Ueually i n  the case 

Cloude of  larger  diameter are general ly  of much 

In a fev cases no  de f in i t e  pendulous cloud *as dietinguiehable during the 

passage of a tornado , though occurring i n  the dRytime. 

Weather Bureau, writing of the so-called Vattoon tornado of MEIY 26, 1917, the path 

of Thich, extending 293 m i l e 6  acrocs I l l i n o i s  and three-fourtha of Indiana, was per- 

T h u ~  C. J. Roo t ,  of the 

heps the  long@& ever reported,  Faye: 

"Across the  s t a t e  from the Mississippi River alrnopt t o  Mattoon a l l  eye- 

witnepees agreed that  this  storm had the typical  funnel-shaped tornado cloud with 

Fwinging tail,  and eas t  of Charleston the same type of cloud was reported, but the 

T r i t e r  who v i s i t e d  Mattoon and Charleeton, f a i l ed  t o  f ind anyone i n  those c i t i e s  who 

eav a funnel-shaped cloud. Eyevitneaeee vho had an unobstructed view agreed that  

the approachirg storm,appsa,red as a low, boil ing mass of clouds, one par t  a l i t t l e  

t o  the north and the other a l i t t l e  t o  the south. !be par t s  seemed t o  r o l l  toward 
One another, coning together and. downorard l i k e  the meehing of a pa i r  of cog-vheels. 
In the o f f i c i a l  report  i t  wae suggested tha t  tho cloud was so  low that  thore pa8 no 
room for the usual pendant portion6 The path o f  serious damge was generally about 
one-fourth mile i n  width. '1 
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